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Key to mark types and abbreviations

ft

SC

M dep

B dep

oe

[a, b]

[a, b)

3.14...

Use of brackets

Method marks are awarded for a correct method which could lead
to a correct answer.

Accuracy marks are awarded when following on from a correct
method. Itis not necessary to always see the method. This can
be implied.

Marks awarded independent of method.

Follow through marks. Marks awarded for correct working
following a mistake in an earlier step.

Special case. Marks awarded for a common misinterpretation
which has some mathematical worth.

A method mark dependent on a previous method mark being
awarded.

A mark that can only be awarded if a previous independent mark
has been awarded.

Or equivalent. Accept answers that are equivalent.

eg accept 0.5 as well as %

Accept values between a and b inclusive.
Accept values a € value < b
Accept answers which begin 3.14 eg 3.14, 3.142, 3.1416

It is not necessary to see the bracketed work to award the marks.
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Q Answer Mark Comments
1 40 B1
Q Answer Mark Comments
32 B1
2 Additional Guidance
Answer 2° only BO
Q Answer Mark Comments

Alternative method 1: works with 1: first

7 8 7 M1 oe improper fraction

5 3

7 y 7 _4 oe using equivalent fractions
5 3 15

and A1

P _34

15 15

Alternative method 2: works with g first

L

14

oe using equivalent fractions

15 15

7 2 7

— +t-x — or — M1

3 5.3 3 15

7 n 14 _3 . 14 _ 49 oe using equivalent fractions
3 15 15 15 15

and A1

49 _ 31
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Q Answer Mark Comments
4(a) i or 0.45 or 45% B1 oe fraction, decimal, percentage
20
Q Answer Mark Comments
Valid reason B1 eg spin the spinner more
Additional Guidance
4(b) Repeat the experiment more B1
Need more spins/attempts/trials B1
20 is not enough B1
Q Answer Mark Comments
4(c) Cannot tell B1
Q Answer Mark Comments
5(a) a'® B1
Q Answer Mark Comments
5(b) I B1
Q Answer Mark Comments
9y"° B2 B1 9" or ny'® where m or n is a constant
5(c) Additional Guidance

B1
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Q Answer Mark Comments
100 — 4.5 or 95.5(%) oe
or
1—0.045 or 0.955
or M1

70000 x 4.5 + 100 or 3150
or
66 850

Correct method to work out the
amount after 4 years

method

eg 70000 x 0.955*
Midep | ©F 70000 x (1 — 4.5%)*

if years calculated individually must be full

58224 or 58225 or 58226

A1 M2 awarded
SC1 57400

accept 58230 or 58200 or 58000 with

Additional Guidance

M1 may be awarded for correct work with no answer or incorrect answer, even
if this seen amongst multiple attempts

If calculated year by year, the values for the first 3 years should be
66 850, [63841, 63842], [60968, 60969.2]

M1 for any
of these

SC1 for simple depreciation
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Q Answer Mark Comments
1220 or [8.36, 8.4] w1 | ¢
It
7T x their [8.36, 8.4] x 2 oe
or their [8.36, 8.4] must come from a
M1 calculation involving 220 and Tt
2 x I x @
Vs
7
[52.5, 52.6] condone answer in terms of 7T
A1
eg 27 220
It
Additional Guidance
220 = 71r? with no further work MOMOAO
Q Answer Mark Comments
Open circles at =5 and 3 mark intention
and B1 circles and lines can be above, below or on
a line joining them the line
Additional Guidance
Arrowheads at the ends of the line instead of circles BO
Q Answer Mark Comments
3y>15 or 9y —6y > 15 oe
or
—15> -3y or 156> 6y — 9y M1
or
3y>2y+5
8(b)
y>=5o0r 5y A1

Additional Guidance

y>5ory<borbSx>yory=5

M1AO

y > 5 inworking and 5 on answer line

M1AO
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Q Answer Mark Comments
8(c) 9 B1
Q Answer Mark Comments

Alternative method 1: equivalent ratios with equal greens

12:21 or 12:8 M1
12:21 and 12:8 M1dep
29 A1

Alternative method 2: one partin jar A=a and one partinjarB =5

4a =3b oe

or any letters
9 a:b=3:4

or M1

a=3 and b=4

or
a+b=3+4
(red=) 21 and 8 may be seen as part of a ratio or fraction
12:21 and 12:8
Midep | 9 an
12 12
or — and —
21 8
29 A1

Mark Scheme and Additional Guidance for question 9 continues on the next page.




MARK SCHEME — INTERNATIONAL GCSE MATHEMATICS — 9260/2E — NOVEMBER 2025

Alternative method 3: total in jar A=x and total injarB=y

Sets up an equation or ratio in terms any letters
of xand y 4 3
e J— =
TR
or
M1 3 11 33
= x—or X==2
y 5 4 y 20
or
x:y=33:20
Correct method to find number of red their 33 7 o1
9 balls in A and B €g heir So -7 or
M1dep
cont ) 2
and their20 x = or 8
5
29 A1

Additional Guidance

Follow the principles of the scheme for methods finding total number of balls —
total number of green balls

eg x:y=33:20 M1

33 ><i and 20 ><g M1dep
11 5

33+20—their33x% —20x%=29 A1
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Reflection B1
x=-1 B1
Additional Guidance
10(a)
Symmetry/symmetrical (in the line) x = —1 BOB1
Mirrored (in the line) x = —1 BOB1
Combined transformation BOBO

10
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Answer

Mark

Comments

10(b)

Shape correctly drawn

B2

B1 shape rotated correctly 90° clockwise
around (—1, 1)

or

shape with correct orientation in the wrong
place

Additional Guidance

VA

B1

1"




MARK SCHEME — INTERNATIONAL GCSE MATHEMATICS — 9260/2E — NOVEMBER 2025

Q Answer Mark Comments
6y+1+9-2y=20 M1 oe equation eg 4y =10
(v=)25 A1 oe
[2 xjtheir 2.5 x (their 2.5 + 1) oe

2 " 0 < their 2.5 < 20
or 8.75 175
implied by answer T
11
87.5 oe
A1 3 )
SC1 2y°+7y° + 5y
Additional Guidance
their 2.5 x (their 2.5 + 1) may be seen as part of full area calculation
SC1 for correct expression in y for area of trapezium

Q Answer Mark Comments
7a* =63 oe
or M1 implied by a =3
14a + b =-20

12 a=-3 A1
b=22 A1ft ft their a

Additional Guidance

Answer a=3 b=-62

M1AOA1ft

12
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Box plot with B1 box plot with three or four criteria met
¢ |owest at 30
e lower quartile at 46
B2
e median at 54
e upper quartile at 58
e highestat 70
13(a) Additional Guidance

Box plot must have two whiskers and a central box with no more than one

vertical division for B1 or B2

Allow ends of whiskers to have vertical lines, dots, or nothing

Mark intention eg any height and allow horizontal line through centre of box

+ half a small square tolerance

13
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Alternative method 1: compares in miles per hour
58 —46 or 12 oe
or M1 calculates an interquartile range
136 — 108 or 28
136 x > and 108 x > oe
8 8 conversion into miles per hour
or
85 and 67.5
(136 — 108) x > or 28 x >
8 8
or
17.5
England and 12 and 17.5
or
England and 12 and 79.5 and 85 A1

or
England and 12 and 73 and 67.5

Mark scheme and Additional Guidance for question 13(b) continues on the next page

14
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Alternative method 2: compares in kilometres per hour
58 —46 or 12 oe
or M1 calculates an interquartile range
136 — 108 or 28
58 x & and 46 x ° oe
5 5 conversion into kilometres per hour

or
92.8 and 73.6
or M1
(58 — 46) x 2 or 12 x g

13(b) or

cont 19.2
England and 19.2 and 28
or
England and 28 and 101.6 and
92.8 A1
or
England and 28 and 64.8 and
73.6

Additional Guidance

Up to M2 may be awarded for correct work with no answer or incorrect answer,

even if this is seen amongst multiple attempts

Use of range only

0 marks

15
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Q Answer Mark Comments
14(a) 0.65 B1 oe fraction, decimal or percentage
Q Answer Mark Comments
5 and 11 and no more than two in final answer or on a diagram
other numbers from {3, 7, 8, 9, 14} M1
inP
14(b)
4x7—(5+11) or 28—16 or 12 M1 oe
3,59 11 A1 ignore notation if intention clear
Q Answer Mark Comments
Alternative method 1: uses percentages or algebra
140% or 1.4
or M1 oe
x +0.4x =980 any letter
(1% =) 980 or 7 e
140 may be seen within a product or other
or calculation
(100% =) 980 or 700
1.4
M1
or x=700
15
or
n% = 980 x n where n is any
140
number
280 A1
Alternative method 2: uses ratios
40:100 or 2:5 M1 oe ratio
980 + (their 2 + their 5) or 140 M1dep | oe
280 A1

16
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Rate of change of volume statement that uses the context with
B1 reference to volume or amount of water
and time/rate

Additional Guidance

Rate of decrease of volume B1
Change/decrease of volume per minute/unit of time B1
16(a) Rate of leakage B1
Amount of leakage per minute B1
Change/decrease per minute/unit of time BO
Rate of change/decrease BO
Speed of leakage BO
Volume of leakage BO
Q Answer Mark Comments
Tangent drawn at ¢ = 30 M1
[-36, —30] with tangent drawn and oe
no incorrect working AT ignore units
16(b)

Additional Guidance

1000

oe from reading volume at 1 = 30 AO

17
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Q Answer Mark Comments
%x T x 82 or %TE 0e
M1 | allow use of [3.14, 3.142] in place of T
or [41.8,41.9]
their [41.8, 41.9] . 1836, 83.9] oe og Vn
0.5 M1dep 3
17 or 84
83 A1

Additional Guidance

%n from incorrect working eg % x T x 82

MOMO

18




MARK SCHEME — INTERNATIONAL GCSE MATHEMATICS — 9260/2E — NOVEMBER 2025

Q Answer Mark Comments
9 and 6 in correct positions B1 oe fraction, decimal or percentage
15 15
8 and 6 in correct positions B1 oe fraction, decimal or percentage
14 14
9 and 5 in correct positions B1 oe fraction, decimal or percentage
14 14
Additional Guidance
Allow a mix of fractions, decimals or percentages in the diagram
Accept decimals or percentages to 2 sf or better
First counter Second counter
18(a) 8
14 Green
9 Green
15
6
14 Blue
B3
9
14 Green
6
15 Blue
k]
14 Blue

19
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Q Answer Mark Comments
gxﬁ or 72 oe fraction, decimal or percentage
15 14 210 correct or ft their tree diagram in part (a) if
or all probabilities are between 0 and 1
6 9 54
—X— OF —Xx— Oof —
15 14 15 14 210
or M1
9 6 108
—x— or —
15 14 210
or
6 5 30
—Xx— Of ——
15 14 210
9.8 ,9 6,6 9 oe
15 14 15 14 15 14 correct or ft their tree diagram in part (a) if
or all probabilities are between 0 and 1
9 6 9
18(b) 2 + o4 + o4 M1de —+ —x— oe scores M2
210 210 210 Pl 15 15714
or
6 5
—_ — X —
15 14
6 or 0.857(14...) or 85.7(14...)% oe fraction, decimal or percentage
7 A1t correct or ft their tree diagram in part (a) if
all probabilities are between 0 and 1
accept 0.86 or 86% with M2 scored

Additional Guidance

Ignore any conversion to a fraction, decimal or percentage once a correct

answer is seen

Do not allow products to be part of a longer multiplication string of probabilities,

eg 3
15

8

X —

14

6
X —
14

MO

20
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Alternative method 1: expands (2y — 3)(y + 3) first
Exactly 4 terms with at least 3 correct oe eg 2y2 +3y-9
from
) terms may be seen in a grid
(H)2y" ()ey -3y -9 M1 terms in any order
implied by 22+ 3y+k or py?+3y—9
where k and p are non-zero constants
Full expansion of their 3 or 4 terms eg 2)°+6)°—3)°-9y—-2)° -6y +3y+9
with (v — 1) with correct multiplication 3 5 2
of their 3 or 4 terms by y or by —1 M1 or2y”+3y" -9y -2 -3y +9
terms may be seen in a grid
terms in any order
23+ 12y +9 A1 terms in any order
19

Alternative method 2: expands (y + 3)(y — 1) fi

rst

Exactly 4 terms with at least 3 correct
from

(+p® (H)3y —» -3

oe eg y2+2y—3

terms may be seen in a grid

M1 terms in any order
implied by y2+2y+k or py*+2y—3
where k and p are non-zero constants
Full expansion of their 3 or 4 terms eg2)®+6)° -2y —6y—3)°—9y+3y+9
with (2y — 3) with correct 3 5 5
multiplication of their 3 or 4 terms by M1 or 2y” +4y"—6y—3y° 6y +9
2y orby 3 terms may be seen in a grid
terms in any order
2%+ —12y+9 A1 terms in any order

Mark scheme and Additional Guidance for question 19 continues on the next page

21
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Alternative method 3: expands (2y — 3)(y — 1) first
Exactly 4 terms with at least 3 correct oe eg 2y2 ~5y+3
from
) terms may be seen in a grid
(h2” -2y 3y (+)3 M1 terms in any order
implied by 2y2—5y+k or py?>—5y+3
where k and p are non-zero constants
Full expansion of their 3 or 4 terms eg2)®—2)°—-3)°+3y+ 62— 6y—9y+9
with (v + 3) with correct multiplication 3 5 9
of their 3 or 4 terms by y or by 3 M1 or 2y" -5+ 3y +6y" 15y +9
terms may be seen in a grid
terms in any order
23+ 12y +9 A1 terms in any order
Additional Guidance
M1 may be awarded for correct work with no answer or incorrect answer, even
19 if this is seen amongst multiple attempts
cont . .
For terms seen in a grid accept eg 6y for +6y
Alt1 2)°-6y+3y—9  only 2 terms correct MO
(2% —6y+3y—9)y—1)=2)°— 652+ 3)°— 9y —2)°— 6y + 3y —9 M1
8 terms (full expansion) with correct multiplication of their 4 terms by y
Alt2 y?+2y+2 implied 4 terms with 3 correct M1
02+ 2y +2)(2y + 3) =1 + 4%+ 2y + 3)%+ 6y + 6 M1
6 terms (full expansion) with correct multiplication of their 3 terms by 3
Allow unprocessed signs as a correct term for M marks but not for A1
eg +— 6y for—6y
Allow terms only seen as products for M marks but not for A1
eg 2°+12—12xy+9 M2A0
M2A1 response followed by incorrect further work is M2A0
eg 2y°+y*— 12y +9 in working with answer 2)° — 12y +9 M2A0

22
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Q Answer Mark Comments
At least two areas from: M1 for any one area from:
8 x 8 or 64 implied by 384 or 320 8 x 8 or 64 implied by 384 or 320
or or
T x §2(><2)or én or 19.6(...) T x §2(><2) or én or 19.6(...)
) 7 6(... 5 7 6(...
M2
or or
T x5x4 or 20 or 62.8(...) T x5x4 or 20w or 62.8(3...)
or
8x8— 24—5 T or [44.3, 44.4]
(8 x 8 x 6) + their 20T oe complete method
20 or dep M2
(8 x 8 x 5) + their 22 1t + their 207
4 M1dep
+8x8—their 221t
4
or 384 + 201
[446.8, 447] A SC3 [466, 466.5]

SC2 486(.1...)

Additional Guidance

SC3 correct surface area + one hidden circle

SC2 correct surface area + two hidden circles

23
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Q Answer Mark Comments
4x6+2 or 26 may be embedded eg 5(4 x6+2)-3
or M1
54x+2)—3 or 20x+7
127 A1

21(a)
Additional Guidance
M1 may be awarded for correct work with no answer or incorrect answer, even
if this is seen amongst multiple attempts
45x6-3)+2 MOAO

Q Answer Mark Comments
Alternative method 1
5x-3=8 M1 oe equation
M or 22 Al | %8

5
21(b) Alternative method 2
for a method to find the inverse, oe
x+3 y+3 M1
e = or (x=) ——
g (y=) 5 (x=) 5
15—1 or 2.2 Al | ¢

24
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Multiplication by a power of 10 with eg 10x=0.2727... or 100x =2.7272...
correct result M1 or 1000x = 27.2727 ...

any or no letter
Correct equation formed from eg 990x =27
subtraction of two equations to
eliminate recurring digits
M1dep
or
correct fraction not in its simplest eg 27
form 990
22 % with M1M1 seen A1

Additional Guidance

Ignore attempt to simplify a correct fraction eg % = 31—5

% with no working MOMOAO

Unless recovered, recurring decimals must be in correct notation or denoted
by at least two repeated digits after the decimal point with at least 2 dots

25
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Alternative method 1: uses information about y
x = ky? k and ¢ can be any letter
or M1
&
y = —
w
k:% or k=1 Orleyg k and c can be any letter
4 2 2
or M1dep
23 20
c=4x5 or ¢c=20 or y=—
w
1 their 20 2 ft their equations of the form x = x?
x = their - x
2 w c . .
and y=— with ¢ and k numerical
M1 w
their 20 must not be their !
‘= g or x = 200w A oe equation with x as the subject
w

Mark scheme and Additional Guidance for question 23 continues on the next page
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Q Answer Mark Comments
Alternative method 2: does not use information about y
x = ky? k and ¢ can be any letter
or MA
C
y = —
w
N 2 k and ¢ can be any letter
x = JE—
(wj substitutes to eliminate y
23 or M1dep | or substitutes values in both equations oe
cont
8=k? and y= %
g = kc® allow use of any letter/symbol for kc?
2
S M1 including & and ¢ and ¢?
or
kc®=8 x 52 or kc®=200
= @ or x = 200w 2 A1 oe equation with x as the subject
w
Q Answer Mark Comments
Jaxe or 26
or M1 eg 3/2x3 or 323
works with both surds in /3 and /3x8 or 223
3J6 + 26 or 5/6
or M1dep
24
3v24/3 + 24243 or 5243
J150 with M2 scored A1

Additional Guidance

Up to M2 may be awarded for correct work with no answer or incorrect answer,

even if this is seen amongst multiple attempts

27
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Q Answer Mark Comments
2n>—-3n+9 B2 2n?—-3n(+c¢) or a=2 and b=-3
or or
a=2 and b=-3 and c=9 2n? (+bn)+9 or a=2 and ¢=9

B3 B1 2n? (+bn+c) or a=2

or
an® (+ bn) + 9 witha #0 or ¢=9

or second difference = 4

Additional Guidance

25 Terms may be in any order
Second difference = 4 scores B1 even if used incorrectly eg answer 4n
4 must be the second difference to score B1 BO
eg answer 3n +4 with no working or statement that 4 is the second
difference
Condone n=2n?-3n+9 B3
Condone 2n°-3n+1=0 B2
Condone 4x%+ 9 etc B1
Q Answer Mark Comments
J52 +52 or /50 or 52 " oe
or 7.07(1...)or 7.1
A complete method to find angle i
NFG eg (AFG=) tan” [@]
M1dep
.1 theiry/50 x sin90
26(a) or sin -
\/(their\/% ) +52
[54.6, 54.74] A1 accept 55 with M2 scored

Additional Guidance

Up to M2 may be awarded for correct work with no answer or incorrect answer,
even if this is seen amongst multiple attempts

28
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Q Answer Mark Comments
26(b) I(tal)s the same as the answer to part B1
Q Answer Mark Comments
ED=DC M1 ignore reasons
AD=DB M1 ignore reasons
ED = DC and midpoint oe
and
AD = DB
and ABD is an equilateral triangle A1
and
27
AE =BC (given)
and
SSS

Additional Guidance

Up to M2 may be awarded for correct work with no answer or incorrect answer,
even if this is seen amongst multiple attempts

Do not allow incorrect statements for the A mark

29
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Q Answer Mark Comments
E or 4 oe
or
3 1
— or — M1
12 4

28
4-2k _12 oe equation eg 4 — 2k =4(k + 5)
k+5 3
or M1dep
k+5 _ i
4 -2k 12
8 oe fraction or decimal to at least 3sf

- A1

30
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Q Answer Mark Comments
A pair of expressions that represent eg
two consecutive multiples of 4 4n and 4n + 4
M1
or
4n—4 and 4n
Finds product of their two eg
consgcutlve multiples of 4 in a fully 16n(n + 1)
factorised form
with 4n(4n +4) or 16n° + 16n seen
M1dep
or
29 16n(n—1)
with 4n (4n—4) or 16n?>—16n seen
States that n(n + 1) is a multiple of 2 oe statement using their pair of
so 16n(n + 1) is a multiple of 32 consecutive multiples of 4
or A1

states that n(n — 1) is a multiple of 2
so 16n(n—1) is a multiple of 32

Additional Guidance

Any letter for n

31
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Q Answer Mark Comments
5—3(-1—-2) or —22 oe
or M1
5—3(7—2) or 70
states or implies maximum value is 5 may be implied by a diagram
or
M1
f(x) <5 or f(x) <5 allow use of y in place of f(x)
may be seen within an inequality
30(a) -70 <f(x) <5 N allow use of y in place of f(x)
must be a single inequality
Additional Guidance
-70<yg 5 M1M1A1
-70<xg 5 M1M1AO0
Correct answer without inequality notaton, eg (—70, 5] M1M1AO
Note that MOM1 is possible
Q Answer Mark Comments
30(b) -3 B1

32




