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Today’s agenda

Welcome back
Support for OxfordAQA International A-level Economics | Jamie Kirkaldy 
(OxfordAQA)
Prepare to teach A2-level Economics | Stuart Luker (AQA)
Question Panel with experts

2 hours in total
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Jamie Kirkaldy
Head of Teaching and Learning Support

TRANSITION AND ONGOING 
SUPPORT FOR OXFORDAQA 
A-LEVEL ECONOMICS

19th May 2020 



Agenda

Becoming an OxfordAQA school
Switching and transition support
Teaching and learning resources
Support for teachers
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BECOMING AN 
OXFORDAQA 
SCHOOL
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Becoming an OxfordAQA school

Four-step process (details on website)
1. Expression of interest form
2. Application pack
3. Initial approval
4. Independent inspection
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Exams Officer support

Simple, clear exam timetables
Instructional and support videos
Guidance and support on key 
aspects of the role, including 
timeline of important deadlines 
within the academic year
Support and advice on how to 
make and amend entries, and 
all post-exam services (re-mark 
requests, etc)
Instructional webinars
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SWITCHING 
AND 
TRANSITION 
SUPPORT
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Specification document

All key information about the 
specification
Clear and accessible format
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Switching guides

Detailed comparison of our specifications against Cambridge 
and Pearson Edexcel:

Assessment Objectives
Subject content
Assessment structure
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Prepare to Teach training

Teacher guidance videos 
covering the essential 
elements of our curricula:

Assessment objectives
Assessment structure
Curriculum content
Support available

Delivered by senior examiners 
and relevant subject experts
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Prepare to Teach training

Prepare to Teach webinars 
delivered by senior examiners 
and subject experts

Teaching and Learning advice 
to ensure successful 
implementation
Details of support resources
Opportunity to ask questions
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Scheme of Work
Two year plan for full delivery of
A-level specification
Includes links to useful resources
Based on 180 teaching hours for AS; 
320 teaching hours for full A-level
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Teacher Guidance document
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Key advice for successful 
delivery of the curriculum:



Teacher Guidance document
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Key advice for successful 
delivery of the curriculum:

Guidance on the four units that 
make up A-level Economics



Teacher Guidance document
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Key advice for successful 
delivery of the curriculum:

Guidance on the four units that 
make up A-level Economics
Notes on key economics theories 
and models



Teacher Guidance document
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Key advice for successful 
delivery of the curriculum:

Guidance on the four units that 
make up A-level Economics
Notes on key economics theories 
and models
Overview of subject specific 
vocabulary/definitions



Teacher Guidance document
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Key advice for successful 
delivery of the curriculum:

Guidance on the four units that 
make up A-level Economics
Notes on key economics theories 
and models
Overview of subject specific 
vocabulary/definitions
Discussion of some of the 
challenges of delivering the 
course



TEACHING AND 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES
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Specimen papers and mark schemes

Specimen paper and associated 
mark scheme for every unit
Created by the same team that 
devise the live exams
Accurate reflection of structure, 
level and marking approach
All additional past papers 
uploaded to website (behind 
login)
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Online staffroom

Additional support resources 
for registered OxfordAQA 
schools
Teacher Guidance video
Marking and management 
resources
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Enhanced Results Analysis (ERA)
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Exclusive access to industry-
leading results analysis tool
Allows you to compare student 
performance at high level and in 
granular detail (eg, compare 
grades, skill performance, marks 
or individual answers)
Create your own test groups to 
compare different classes, 
streams, genders, etc
Use the results to inform next 
year’s delivery of the syllabus

Used by over 40,000 
teachers in the UK



SUPPORT FOR 
TEACHERS
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Support plan
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September
Getting Started webinar 

training

Throughout the year:
• Regional Qualifications Consultants
• OUP textbook consultant0
• AQA curriculum experts via 

oxfordaqaexams.org.uk/ask

March
‘Prepare to Teach’ 
webinar training

November
Marking Guidance 
webinar training

December
Exam series 

feedback report

October
Go Further With Your 

Teaching training 
webinars

Key
Plan
Teach
Assess



Sept: Getting Started
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Guidance on implementation 
of the Scheme of Work
Links to textbook support
Focus on the first term of 
teaching…
…but links to the rest of the 
course



Oct: Go Further
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Subject specific content 
where required
Linked to Examiner Reports 
and/or customer feedback
Cross subject content
Mixture of examiners, subject 
experts and outside trainers



Nov: Marking Guidance
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Delivered by senior examiner
Breakdown of the mark 
scheme and how it is applied
Exemplar answers – with 
mark shown and explained
Guidance on features of 
successful student responses



Dec: Exam series feedback

Detailed notes on each 
examination unit, written by 
the Chief Examiner
Overall breakdown of 
performance
Reflection on individual 
questions
Strengths and weaknesses of 
student responses
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More help if you need it
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Jamie Kirkaldy
Head of Teaching and Learning Support

THANK YOU

19th May 2020
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