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This guide includes some student example responses and commentary 
from the June 2018 exam. 
 
It is intended to provide some examples of the kind of responses that are 
submitted with some exemplification of the mark scheme connected to 
that response. 
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STUDENT A 
 
Last week we started a journey to worrds zeellamsee City. It was very nice 
place and it has chearleft used for cairring the persons from one place to 
another this area surrounded by very high mountains it was a good place 
for the toriest and I Enjoyed it very much. 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
This response starts by imagining the writer having been to the place 
shown in the picture. While this is not a problem, it isn’t necessary and 
takes up several words without really beginning to address the task. The 
second sentence begins to offer some descriptions which are 
straightforward in nature, e.g., ‘very nice place’ and ‘very high mountains’. 
The student uses details from the picture such as the transport (‘chearlift’) 
and although an examiner can grasp what is being written, there is some 
delay in communication.  
 
There are some misspellings here and the second sentence needed more 
accurate punctuation for it to make clear sense. Overall, this response is 
awarded 4 for content/communication and 2 for language use. 
 
Total mark = 6 
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STUDENT B 
 
The picture shows mountains surrounding a city near the sea. There are 
many ropes linking the mountains and the transport that people use to 
travel between two mountains is hanging on the rope. The tourists would 
see a beautiful view outside the window, watching the azure sky and 
breath-taking scenes. 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
This is a clear response - the student has carefully described the items in 
the picture and given sense of their positions by using phrases such ‘near 
the sea’. Ideas are linked together and although the student doesn’t use 
the term ‘cable car’, this isn’t a problem because they explain the transport 
in a very clear way. There is an effective attempt to describe the 
appearance of the view using relatively complex words such as ‘beautiful’ 
and the more ambitious ‘azure’. Everything in this response makes clear 
sense. 
 
Spelling is completely accurate and punctuation is used effectively to aid 
the sentence structures. This response scores 6 for content/communication 
and 3 for language.  
 
Total mark = 9 
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STUDENT A 
 
Dear Yousef, 
 
I would like to invite you to my family celebration wich is going to Held on 
5/5/18 at Al Rahba. Each year we celebrate it. All our family members and 
releatives gather at this occasion, first of all we cut celebration cake and 
distribute it among All the guests; then for refreshment we distribute cold 
drink: jucies and fried chickens. 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
The focus on the task is reasonably secure in this response. The task 
requires the student to offer details about the celebration and the examiner 
can identify the date and nature of the celebration alongside what will 
happen. The phrasing is generally clear, but there are some slips such as 
the missing main verb ‘be’ in the first sentence. There are some effective 
details about the food at the celebration. 
 
There are some errors of spelling in places and the third sentence is not 
punctuated accurately. The vocabulary choices are reasonably ambitious, 
but the lack of accuracy limits the piece. This response earns 4 marks for 
content/communication and 4 for language. 
 
Total mark = 8 
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STUDENT B 
 
Dear Tommy, 
 
How are you? I am very excited because my brother is coming from 
America and we are going to have a family celebration for his homecoming. 
 
I’d like to invite you to this celebration which is on Friday next week. The 
celebration will take place in my home and will begin at 7:00 pm. Please 
don’t be late! 
 
You are my best friend and you always played with me and my brother 
when we were young, so I think you will enjoy seeing him again, and that’s 
the reason why I want to invite you. 
 
You’ll have a great time! 
Yours sincerely, 
Jason 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
This is a highly successful response which is well sequenced and clearly 
written. The opening is engaging and addresses the task directly. The 
bullet points in the question are all tackled and the main idea of a brother’s 
homecoming shows imagination. The examiner can easily identify the 
details of the celebration. The letter sounds plausible and is clearly 
expressed. 
 
Spelling and punctuation are completely accurate and there is a variety in 
sentence types and also some useful language choices to justify the 
reasons for the celebration. This response scores 6 marks for 
content/communication and 6 marks for language. 
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  STUDENT A 
 
At the end of this month (6/6/18) my college will finish. For my future I 
make plans to enter university to do the interial design. these days this 
course are very popular in UAE. this profession has a good scope. In this 
field money is very atractive. In the advanced countries we can get the Job. 
these days All the modern buildings depend on interial design. When 
someone enters the building, if its entrance is not attractive, the whole 
building from inside is not attractive then no one would like it. So for my 
future this field is the best and I also very much intrusted in this field. 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
While the ideas in the response are good, there is some inconsistency of 
expression. For instance, the second sentence the verb form isn’t accurate 
and the student means ‘interior design’ rather than ‘interial’. The general 
points made are good, but the response lacks a sequence: the points made 
needed a better order so the whole piece flowed rather than being a loose 
collection of ideas.  
 
In terms of language, there are some ambitious words here, such as 
‘attractive’ and ‘advanced’. There is also a variety of sentences and use of 
discourse markers to shape sentences. Spelling is generally accurate as is 
punctuation. This response scores 4 for content/communication and 5 for 
language. 
 
Total marks = 9 
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STUDENT B 
 
My future is coming 
 
Next year, I will finish my school life next year and I have big plans for my 
future. 
 
In the first year after I graduate, I’d like to write several songs by myself, 
and I will use my free time to study how to make beats by using FL studio. I 
will practise my voice in the first year and try to secure some remix and 
recording jobs. 
 
In the second year, I want to make my own mixtape and performance in the 
Livehouse.  My plans are not easy to achieve: I will need to spend much 
money and time on it. Writing songs are not easy; making beats are not 
easy either. I would like to do all those things because I want to be a rapper 
and record producer.  
 
You may be confused why I want these jobs. The reasons are very simple. 
First, I like making music and I can express my emotions through lyrics. 
Second, music can help me to relax: when I am depressed, I like to listen 
to jazz to make me feel better. To me, music is the most amazing thing in 
the world. 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
This is an excellent response which offers an engaging personal account of 
future plans. The details are specific and the thoughts and feelings seem 
very authentic. The introductory sentence sets up the piece and there is a 
chronological sequence at work which helps with structure. The bullet 
points in the task are addressed clearly and the examiner can see the 
reasons behind the student’s decisions. This is an interesting and clearly 
communicated response. 
 
There is a good variety of sentence structures used here, aided by the 
deployment of accurate punctuation. Ambitious word choices related to the 
field of music are used and spelling is accurate. This piece gained 8 marks 
for content/communication and 8 marks for language.  
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STUDENT A 
 
Thes dys, computers, tablets and all electronic devices are the most helpful 
instruments to the students. these devices have new technology and much 
more different techniques for learning from different experts around the 
world and through online we can learn so many things in the internet are 
always the best choice to make informations and for studies because it has 
so many choices to chose an information and it I was not sure about 
something I would ask sure and ill get so many answers wich will help me 
in my homeworks and exams. Second of all from my experience about 
using tablets for helping me in my studies I prefer it.  
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
This response tackles the question reasonably well. The student’s attempt 
to explain how students use technology in study is competent with several 
reasons being given for this. The response falls away when the second 
bullet point is addressed, with a very simple justification being given (‘I 
prefer it’). The response is unbalanced in terms of the detail it gives to each 
bullet point and this prevents the response from achieving much more than 
half marks. As a piece of writing, it lacks a clear shape. 
 
The spelling is reasonably good and an attempt is made to use interesting 
words. The main issue is the lack of full stops and therefore shapelessness 
of most of the sentences. For content/communication, this scored 3 marks 
and for language 7 marks. 
 
Total marks = 10 
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STUDENT B 
 
Whether computers, tablets and phones can help students with their 
learning become is a heated topic. In my opinion, those technologies are 
very helpful to students. 
 
First of all, students can search information on computers, and if they have 
some unknown words, they can use their phones to find a meaning of the 
words. It’s very helpful and makes their life easier. 
 
Secondly, teachers can share their documents to students through 
computers or tablets. It’s convenient, and teachers don’t need to print 
papers for sharing documents. Students can save documents in their 
computers and don’t need to worry about losing them. 
 
As a student, I have used those kinds of advanced technologies to help me 
study. I like to use my computer to take notes: it saves me a lot of time. 
Using a computer to take notes is quicker that using pens. I also use my 
phone to practise my listening skills and take some pictures of my books by 
using my tablets so I don’t bring my textbooks. I can e-mail questions that I 
don’t understand to my teachers by using phones, and I can get the 
answers rapidly. 
 
In conclusion, those high technologies can help students with their learning 
because of the speed of their functions. 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
This is an excellent response which argues its point very convincingly. The 
student sets up the response competently in the introductory paragraph 
and then provides a sequenced argument which uses a variety of points to 
justify its case. The phrasing is very clear and each point is carefully 
presented. There is a good balance between the first and second bullet 
points in the task and the piece is rounded off with a well-phrased 
conclusion. 
 
The use of language is sophisticated here. The overall shape of the piece 
is aided by the accurate use of sentences and punctuation. There is plenty 
of variety in terms of sentences structures and vocabulary to interest the 
reader. Accuracy is excellent. This response scores 8 marks for 
content/communication and 15 for language. 
 
Total marks = 23 
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FURTHER GUIDANCE AND CONTACTS 
You can contact the subject team directly at english@oxfordaqaexams.org.uk 

Please note: We aim to respond to all email enquiries within two working days. 

Our UK office hours are Monday to Friday, 8am – 5pm local time. 
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