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This guide includes commentaries on exemplar student responses. 
 
It is intended to provide some examples of how the mark scheme is applied 
to student responses and should be used in conjunction with the specimen 
paper and mark scheme for Speaking. 



INTERNATIONAL GCSE ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (9280/S) 
SPEAKING, COMMENTARY ON PERFORMANCES 

 

 
 

  
 

Copyright © 2019 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.  3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

PHOTOCARDS 
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STUDENT A 
 
The student is able to offer understandable replies to most questions, but 
these are at times short. There is a definite need for the teacher examiner 
to use prompts to sustain the task. There is the odd opinion but these are 
very basic and rarely explained. There is some repetition throughout the 
task. There is limited knowledge and use of language throughout the task is 
variable from reasonable to poor. 
 
Communication: 4 
Knowledge and Use of Language 2 
 
 
 
STUDENT B 
 
The student is able to give a description of the picture although there is little 
to describe the emotions of the people beyond ‘They are enjoying their 
quality time.’ The student is able to expand on the other questions and there 
is little need for prompting. Responses contain opinions which are justified. 
There is good use of language although there are errors, but these do not 
overly affect communication. There is a variety of vocabulary and structures 
used, including different time frames. 
 
Communication 9 
Knowledge and Use of Language 4 
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CONVERSATIONS 
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STUDENT A 
 
There is clearly a different level of response between the two themes within 
the conversation and this is reflected in the marks awarded. The task is 
marked globally. Whereas the first theme produces longer extended replies 
at times, the second theme is less productive with shorter responses with 
less detail and the student is more dependent on the teacher-examiner to 
sustain the conversation. As the conversation progresses the student is less 
assured with their use of English and there are times when the 
communication suffers due to a less assured knowledge of the language 
used. Reasonable language is used but the student does in the latter stages 
avoid using full sentences to offer information and these responses can lack 
verbs or any expansion. 
Pronunciation is generally understandable and there is some sustained 
intonation, mainly in the first theme. 
There is a reasonable pace to the task although it does falter in the second 
part. The student certainly attempts to respond naturally to questions and 
although there are certainly some pre-learnt responses, there is also some 
fluency. The second part does have times when the student is unsure of 
what is required, and the performance becomes more hesitant. 
 
Communication 5 
Knowledge and Use of Language 2 
Pronunciation and Intonation 3   
Spontaneity and Fluency 3  
 
 
 
STUDENT B 
 
The student is clearly able to offer developed responses in extended 
passages of speech which are coherent and conveys much information. 
There are opinions, and these are justified appropriately for the most part.  
There is however the odd occasion where it is not always immediately 
obvious what the student means as the student stops mid-sentence and then 
starts again with a slightly different message. There was excellent language 
used with a wide variety of linguistic structures used comfortably and 
accurate reference to other time frames although these are not always 
exploited as much as they could be. It should be remembered that this is in 
the assessment criteria. The piece had a high level of accuracy and there 
were only minor errors which did not affect the communication.  
There was consistent pronunciation and intonation throughout the task and 
responses were natural and spontaneous throughout the task with a natural 
fluency for the most part. 
 
Communication 9 
Knowledge and Use of Language 5 
Pronunciation and Intonation 5   
Spontaneity and Fluency 5 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERNATIONAL GCSE ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (9280/S) 
SPEAKING, COMMENTARY ON PERFORMANCES 

 

 
 

  
 

Copyright © 2019 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.  11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

  
 

Copyright © 2018 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 
 

FURTHER GUIDANCE AND CONTACTS 
You can contact the subject team directly at english@oxfordaqaexams.org.uk 

Please note: We aim to respond to all email enquiries within two working days. 

Our UK office hours are Monday to Friday, 8am – 5pm local time. 
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