
 

 
 

Copyright © 2019 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.  

 
 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
GCSE  
MATHS  
(9260) 
Paper 2 Extension  
Example responses with commentary    
For teaching from September 2016 onwards 
For GCSE exams in May/June 2018 onwards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERNATIONAL GCSE MATHS (9260-2E) 
PAPER 2E EXAMPLE RESPONSES WITH COMMENTARY  

 

 
 

  
 

Copyright © 2019 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.  2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

This guide includes some examples of student responses to a selection of 
questions from the summer 2018 Maths Paper 2E.   
 
The question parts are reproduced, along with the final mark scheme, 
student responses and a commentary from the Lead Examiner on each of 
the students’ answers. 
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QUESTION 
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                                                              STUDENT A 
                                            
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
The student has identified the rotation and the centre of rotation for 2 marks.  
The description requires both the direction and the angle of turn, but 90° has 
not been stated. 
2 marks out of a possible 3 awarded 
The student has worked back from the bars that were drawn to complete the 
table for the first mark. The remaining two bars have been completed using 
the idea that one large square represents 5 lessons. As no scale or key has 
been shown, no follow through marks could be awarded. 
1 mark out of a possible 4 awarded 
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STUDENT B  
 
 

 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has identified it is a rotation for 1 mark. The correct angle and 
direction have been stated for another mark (‘anticlock’ was accepted as 
indicating anti-clockwise). Many students struggled to work out the correct 
centre of rotation. This student has joined the transformed vertices and 
attempted to find the intersection of the perpendicular bisectors but has not 
worked accurately. Some students successfully used a trial approach using 
tracing paper. 
2 marks out of a possible 3 awarded 
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QUESTION 
 
15 
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STUDENT A  
 

 
 

 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  

 
The student has correctly worked out the length of the cube’s diagonal for 
the first mark. The method to work out the height of the pyramid is correct for 
the second mark. The third mark is also gained for the correct method for 
the overall height. It is important to show a full method because, had the 
student not done so, the incorrect value of 4.98 would have lost the second 
mark and all subsequent marks. 
3 marks out of a possible 4 awarded
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STUDENT B 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  

 
Although no method has been shown, the value of 4.719 for the height of the 
pyramid gains 2 marks as it implies that the correct method must have been 
used. Subsequently the student has attempted to work out the volume of the 
pyramid and compare it with the volume of the box which is an inappropriate 
method and gains no further marks.  
2 marks out of a possible 4 awarded 
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QUESTION 
 
23  
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STUDENT A  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has used and shown the correct method throughout. However, 
70π has been rounded to 220 and 1.76 has been rounded to 1.8 before the 
division, which means that the final answer is inaccurate and loses the last 
mark. Students should always keep full values in their calculators. 
4 marks out of a possible 5 awarded 
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STUDENT B  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  

 
The student has worked out the correct volume of one of the spheres and 
gains the third mark. However, the student has used the volume of a sphere 
rather than a cylinder to work out the amount of metal and does not gain any 
further marks. This was a common error. 
1 mark out of a possible 5 awarded 
  



INTERNATIONAL GCSE MATHS (9260-2E) 
PAPER 2E EXAMPLE RESPONSES WITH COMMENTARY  

 

 
 

  
 

Copyright © 2019 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.  15 

QUESTION 
 
26  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERNATIONAL GCSE MATHS (9260-2E) 
PAPER 2E EXAMPLE RESPONSES WITH COMMENTARY  

 

 
 

  
 

Copyright © 2019 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.  16 

    MARK SCHEME 
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STUDENT A  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has correctly completed the tree diagram in part (a) and scored 
all 3 marks. In part (b), the two relevant probabilities have been added rather 
than multiplied and this common misconception gains no marks. 
3 marks out of a possible 5 awarded 
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STUDENT B  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  

 
The student has completed the first pair of probabilities accurately for the 
first mark. However the student has then subtracted 1 from the numerator 
and denominator of the already simplified fraction which gives an incorrect 
probability. Many students made this error. However, in part (b) the student 
has used the correct method with their probabilities from the tree diagram 
and the answer follows through from their earlier error so this gains both 
marks. 
3 out of a possible 5 awarded 
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QUESTION 
 
28  
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MARK SCHEME  
 

 



INTERNATIONAL GCSE MATHS (9260-2E) 
PAPER 2E EXAMPLE RESPONSES WITH COMMENTARY  

 

 
 

  
 

Copyright © 2019 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.  22 

STUDENT A  
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has worked back from the bars that were drawn to complete the 
table for the first mark. This histogram has been accurately completed and 
gained two further marks but the vertical scale (or key) have not been 
completed for the final mark. 
3 marks out of a possible 4 awarded
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STUDENT B  
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EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 

The student has worked back from the bars that were drawn to complete the 
table for the first mark. The remaining two bars have been completed using 
the idea that one large square represents 5 lessons. As no scale or key has 
been shown, no follow through marks could be awarded. 
1 mark out of a possible 4 awarded 
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QUESTION 
 
31  
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MARK SCHEME 
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STUDENT A  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  

 
A correct lower bound has been given for the shelf width so this gained the 
first mark. The student then divided by their maximum book width which, 
although incorrect, was in the acceptable range for the second mark.  
2 marks out of a possible 3 awarded  
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STUDENT B 
 

 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 

The student has written all four correct bounds so has gained the first mark. 
However, the student then divides the maximum by the minimum so can 
score no more marks. This is the maximum number that might be able to fit 
along the shelf rather than the number that will definitely fit. 
1 mark out of a possible 3 awarded 
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QUESTION 
 
32  
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STUDENT A  
 

 
 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has expanded the brackets correctly for the first mark but then 
has collected the terms incorrectly. The second mark has been awarded for 
at least one term correctly differentiated. The third mark is lost because the 
gradient function is not completely correct. However, the final value of the 
gradient does follow through their gradient function at the point x = 3, so has 
been awarded the follow through mark. 
3 marks out of a possible 4 awarded 
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STUDENT B  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 

The student has expanded the brackets correctly for the first mark. The 
student does not make any attempt to differentiate the function so does not 
gain any more marks. Many of the weaker students did not realise the need 
for calculus. 
1 mark out of a possible 4 awarded 
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FURTHER GUIDANCE AND CONTACTS 
You can contact the subject team directly at english@oxfordaqaexams.org.uk 

Please note: We aim to respond to all email enquiries within two working days. 

Our UK office hours are Monday to Friday, 8am – 5pm local time. 
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