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This guide includes some examples of student responses to a selection of 
questions from the summer 2018 Maths Paper 2C.   
 
The question parts are reproduced, along with the final mark scheme, 
student responses and a commentary from the Lead Examiner on each of 
the students’ answers. 
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QUESTION 
 
08  
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                                                              STUDENT A 
                                            
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 
The student has shown the correct calculation for the first mark and an 
accurate value for the second mark. However, the student has rounded to 2 
decimal places rather than 2 significant figures so lost the final mark. 
2 marks out of a possible 3 awarded. 
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STUDENT B  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has used an incorrect calculation so did not gain either of the 
first two marks. However, the third mark is an independent mark for any 
value with more than two significant figures rounded to two significant 
figures and the student has achieved this. It does not matter that the answer 
does not follow from the calculation, but it is vital that the rounding must be 
shown as it is here. 
1 mark out of a possible 3 awarded. 
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QUESTION 
 
10 
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STUDENT A  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  

 
The student has worked out the correct improper fraction and shown the 
required working of the two fractions with a common denominator, so has 
been awarded the first two marks. However, the student has misunderstood 
the term ‘mixed number’ and given the answer as a decimal rather than an 
integer with a proper fraction. 
2 marks out of a possible 3 awarded. 
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STUDENT B  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  

 
Although the working is not very easy to follow and slightly unconventional, 
an attempt to use a common denominator of 44 with one correct numerator 
can be seen for the first mark. The student has made an arithmetic error of 7 
× 4 = 21 which resulted in an incorrect improper fraction so the second mark 
was lost. As the first mark was awarded, and sufficient working has been 
seen, the final follow through mark for conversion to a mixed number has 
been achieved. 
2 marks out of a possible 3 awarded. 
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QUESTION 
 
14  
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STUDENT A  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has shown the correct method to work out the area of the 
rectangle so, even though the wrong evaluation is given, the student has 
been awarded the first mark. The correct method for the area of the circle is 
seen to gain the second mark. The final answer is incorrect, despite a fully 
correct method. This demonstrates the importance of showing working 
because the final answer alone would have scored 0. 
2 marks out of 3 awarded. 
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STUDENT B  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  

 
The student has worked out the area of the rectangle correctly for the first 
mark. However, as with many of the weaker responses, the student has 
used the formula for the circumference rather than the area of a circle and 
so has made no further progress. 
1 mark out of a possible 3 awarded. 
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QUESTION 
 
16  
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    MARK SCHEME 
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STUDENT A  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has worked out the total red area and the total blue areas and 
then compared the blue area with half of the total surface area. This is an 
excellent example of an accurate and thorough argument. 
4 marks out of a possible 4 awarded. 
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STUDENT B  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has worked out the total red area for the first mark. The second 
mark was for either blue face so this was also awarded. Had the student 
totaled the 40 and the 120 to give the total blue area this would have gained 
the third mark and, potentially, the fourth because the areas have been 
labelled red and blue. This student did not have very far to go to complete 
the solution. 
2 out of a possible 4 marks awarded. 
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STUDENT C  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has worked out the volume of the cuboid which was a fairly 
common misconception among weaker students. However, the total red 
area has also been calculated and this does gain the first mark. 
1 mark out of a possible 4 awarded. 
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QUESTION 
 
20 (b)  
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MARK SCHEME  
 

 



INTERNATIONAL GCSE MATHS (9260-2C) 
PAPER 2 EXAMPLE RESPONSES WITH COMMENTARY  

 

 
 

  
 

Copyright © 2019 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.  22 

STUDENT A  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
Students that used this method generally were more successful because 
there was only one conversion (8 km to cm) necessary. This student has 
correctly converted the 8 km for the first mark. The second mark is gained 
for the subtraction and the final mark for completing the solution accurately.  
It is often a good exercise for students to review solutions using different 
methods and discuss which method is likely to be more straightforward. 
3 marks out of a possible 3 awarded.  
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STUDENT B  
 
 

 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 

The student has correctly worked out that 5 cm is 2.5 km and subtracted that 
from the 8 km to work out BC = 5.5 which gained the first mark. 5.5 cm 
rather than 5.5 km was condoned, especially as the method clearly showed 
the intention. It was common to see many students that used this method fail 
to realise that 5.5 and 12 were in different units so one had to be converted 
in order to compare them.  
1 mark out of a possible 3 awarded. 
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QUESTION 
 
26  
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MARK SCHEME 
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STUDENT A  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 

The student has correctly equated opposite angles for the first mark and 
then solved the equation for the second mark. The student has miscopied 
their own work and 6x + 20 has become 6 × 20 (in the highlighted box). The 
examiner has given the benefit of the doubt that the intended method is 
correct and would have led to the correct value of y had the slip not been 
made. 
4 marks out of a possible 5 awarded. 
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STUDENT B 
 
 

 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY 
 

The student has used the fact that the opposite angles are equal to form an 
equation and then solved it to work out the value of x. However, the student 
has not carried on to use the fact that the interior angles sum to 180° to form 
an equation in y. Interestingly, some students did not understand about 
opposite angles but did understand interior angles and were also able to 
score two marks. 
2 marks out of a possible 5 awarded.
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QUESTION 
 
29  
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STUDENT A  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 
The student has used the ratio correctly: dividing by 11 gained the first mark 
and multiplying by 4 the second mark. The student then had the option of 
converting their dollars to yen or 10 000 yen to dollars and has chosen the 
first option. The correct value is calculated and the student has given a clear 
equivalent to ‘Yes’. 
4 marks out of a possible 4 awarded. 
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STUDENT B  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINER COMMENTARY  
 

The student has used the ratio incorrectly. It was common to see weaker 
students dividing by 4 but this student has divided by 4 and by 7 and then 
added so the first two marks were lost. The conversion mark was still 
available for changing their dollars to yen or 10 000 yen to dollars. This 
student has shown the correct method for converting the 10 000 yen to 
dollars and has gained the third mark. 
1 mark out of a possible 4 awarded.
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FURTHER GUIDANCE AND CONTACTS 
You can contact the subject team directly at english@oxfordaqaexams.org.uk 

Please note: We aim to respond to all email enquiries within two working days. 

Our UK office hours are Monday to Friday, 8am – 5pm local time. 
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