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OXFORD AQA INTERNATIONAL A-LEVEL 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
UNIT 4: LANGUAGE EXPLORATION 
 
 
 

SPECIMEN 2  Time allowed: 2 hours 
 
Materials 
For this paper you must have: 
• an 8-page answer booklet. 

 
 
Instructions 
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen. 
• Write the information required on the front of your answer book.  
• There is one section.  
• Answer either Question 1 or Question 2. 
• Do all rough work in your answer book. Cross through any work that you do not want to be marked. 
 
 
Information 
• The marks for questions are shown in brackets. 
• The maximum mark for this paper is 50. 
• You will be marked on your ability to: 

- use good English 
- organise information clearly 
- use specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 
 

 
Advice 
• It is recommended that you spend 30 minutes on the reading and preparation of the data to be 

analysed in answering the question. 
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Answer either Question 1 or Question 2. 
 
 
 

Either 
 
Question 1 
 
0 1  Your task is to carry out a language investigation using two or more of the texts 

that have been provided for you.  
 
An investigation is an analysis of language use, where you decide what to 
analyse and how to do it. You can choose your own title for your investigation. 

[50 marks] 

   

    
 
Description of Texts 
 

Text Title Description 

1 QuietComfort® 25 Acoustic 
Noise CancellingTM headphones 

A page from the website of a headphones 
retailer named Bose 

2 
Noise-cancelling headphones: 
the secret survival tool for 
modern life 

A page from the website of the Guardian 
newspaper  

3 Pedestrians and Headphones 
Don’t Mix A page from the website of LiveScience 

 
Suggested structure for writing up your investigation 
 
1:  Aim(s) 
State the aim(s) of your investigation and identify which texts you are using. 
 
2:  Method 
Explain the linguistic frameworks you are using to analyse your data - what aspects of language 
are you focusing on? 
 
3:  Analysis 
Present a detailed analysis of your data. 
 
4:  Conclusion 
Draw your conclusions in response to your aim(s) and based on your analysis. 
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Text 1 

 
QuietComfort® 25 Acoustic Noise CancellingTM headphones 
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Text 2 
 

Noise-cancelling headphones: the secret survival tool for modern life 
  

 
  

In the ever-rowdy city, are noise-cancelling headphones becoming a necessity? Photograph: iStock.com/vusta 
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Underground trains can pass the 100dB mark when in transit. Photograph: iStock.com/Marco_Piunti  
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Text 3 
 

Pedestrians and Headphones Don’t Mix 
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or 
 
Question 2 
 
0 2  Your task is to carry out a language investigation using two or more of the texts that 

have been provided for you.  
[50 marks] 

   

 
 
Description of Texts 
 

Text Title Description 

4 
What to expect on a Great Barrier 
Reef LiveAboard 

A page from the travel company 
website liveaboard.com 

5 Importance of Coral Reefs 
A page from the website of the 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 

6 
David Attenborough's Great 
Barrier Reef: An Interactive 
Journey  

Transcription of a voiceover to a 
video produced by 
attenboroughsreef.com 

 
 
Suggested structure for writing up your investigation 
 
1:  Aim(s) 
State the aim(s) of your investigation and identify which texts you are using. 
 
2:  Method 
Explain the linguistic frameworks you are using to analyse your data. 
 
3:  Analysis 
Present a detailed analysis of your data. 
 
4:  Conclusion 
Draw your conclusions in response to your aim(s) and based on your analysis. 
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Text 4 
 
What to expect on a Great Barrier Reef LiveAboard 
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Text 5 
 
Importance of Coral Reefs 
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Text 6 
 

David Attenborough's Great Barrier Reef: An Interactive Journey 
 

Transcription Key: 
 (.)  pause of less than a second 
(2.0) longer pause (number of seconds indicated) 
 
 

Attenborough 

[Images to accompany the voiceover are displayed] 

This is one of the most spectacular complex (.) but fragile (.) 

ecosystems in the world (1.0) The Great (.) Barrier (.) Reef 

(1.0) sixty years ago I dived on the reef for the first time (.) 

and ever since (.) it has held a deep fascination for me (2.0) 

but in the intervening years (.) I’ve witnessed the reef 

reacting to a rapidly changing planet (1.0) in this unique 

online experience you will go on an interactive journey 

around this beautiful but threatened world (1.0) we will meet 

the visitors (.) some from half way across the world (1.0) and 

we will find out more (.) about a state of the art exploration 

vessel the Alucia (1.0) peel back the reef to reveal its 

structure and its past (1.0) see and hear the reef (.) as its 

inhabitants do (1.0) watch the entire ecosystem changing (.) 

live (.) hour by hour (.) and discover its uncertain future (.) 

and learn the crucial steps that can be taken (.) to help save 

it (1.0) join me (.) David Attenborough (.) and explore one of 

the earth’s (.) greatest wonders (1.0) The Great (.) Barrier 

Reef 
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END OF TEXTS 
 
 

END OF QUESTIONS 
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There are no questions printed on this page 
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