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Introduction  
These outline schemes of work are intended to help teachers plan and implement the 
teaching of the Oxford AQA International AS/A-level/GCSE Pakistan Studies (9236) 
specification. The purpose of these outline schemes is to provide advice and guidance to 
teachers, not to prescribe and restrict their approach to the specification. Each scheme has 
been produced by a practicing subject expert. There are obviously many other ways of 
organising the work, and there is absolutely no requirement to use this scheme. 

Assumed coverage 
This scheme assumes that the GCSE Pakistan Studies (9236) content is a two year GCSE 
course with approximately 65 taught hours per year (approximately 2 hours per week). 
These suggested hours are on the basis of teaching all four units. Candidates will have the 
option to answer questions on 3.2.3 and 3.2.4. Work would also need to be completed 
outside of lessons, although this would ultimately depend on the amount of contact time 
available and the extent to which assessment activities take place within lesson time. 
 
 
 

The scheme of work included here focuses on Paper 2 The human and physical geography 
of Pakistan. The guided learning hours are 120-140 for whole qualification so 60-70 for 
Paper 2.  
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The landscape and natural resources of 
Pakistan 
Specification reference  
• 3.2.1.1 Physical landscape  
 
 

Specification content   
• the distribution and characteristics of major biomes in Pakistan, including deserts, forests 

and mangroves.  
• the distribution and characteristics of the landscape of Pakistan, including mountains, 

plateaus, rivers, flood plains, deserts and coastal areas.  
• the formation, processes and landforms of rivers and glaciers in Pakistan.  
• the human and physical causes and impacts of physical hazards, earthquakes, tsunamis 

and floods. 
 

Learning outcomes 
• Biomes 

Students will be able to understand: 
o the characteristics of major biomes in Pakistan, including deserts, forests and 

mangroves, and their distribution across the country. 
• Landforms 

Students will be able to understand: 
o the characteristics of the landscape of Pakistan, including mountains, plateaus, 

rivers, flood plains, deserts and coastal areas, and their distribution across the 
country.  

o how river and glacier landforms are created, and the processes involved.  
o the human and physical causes and impacts of physical hazards, earthquakes, 

tsunamis and floods. 
 
Suggested timing 
5 hours 

Possible teaching and learning activities 
• Biomes 

o Introduce students to the different biomes that can be found in Pakistan. This 
video (4 mins) provides an overview of the different biomes, their characteristics 
and locations. Students could create their own maps of Pakistan to show the 
distribution of different biomes and annotate it with key characteristics.  

o Students could research an example of an area with a desert, forest and 
mangrove forest to be able to describe their specific location and features.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXT0V1dDMnw
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• Landforms 
o Students should be introduced to the key terms needed to understand the 

different landscape features of Pakistan (including mountains, plateaus, rivers, 
flood plains, deserts and coastal areas). It would be useful for teachers to use 
photographs of specific examples. Students could annotate these photographs to 
be able to describe the features of the different landscapes and their landforms.  

o To understand the different processes taking place in rivers students can use the 
following BBC webpage which also includes a quiz to check knowledge. Students 
can create annotated diagrams to explain the different processes and formation 
of landforms. 

o To understand the different processes taking place on glaciers students can view 
the following BBC pages: glacial processes and landforms, glacial landforms 
created by erosion, processes of glacial transportation, glacial landforms created 
by deposition.  Students can then choose one of the glaciers in Pakistan to find 
images of to try and find evidence of the processes and landforms.  
 

• Natural hazards  
o Earthquakes: This webpage includes a map of earthquake distribution, and data 

for previous earthquake events including depth, magnitude and depth. Students 
can explore this data to consider the varied impacts based on different 
earthquake features. Students could also compare the distribution of earthquakes 
to this Pakistan earthquake zone map to consider the risk of earthquakes across 
the country.  

o To explain how earthquakes can lead to tsunami, this webpage includes a 
description of the process and a diagram. The Sindh Disaster Management of 
Authority webpage provides details which students could explore of previous 
tsunami.  

o Students to create profile for a flood event in Pakistan to identify the main 
causes, and impacts. Students can then compare the events to create a list of 
reasons why floods take place. The teacher can then provide details of additional 
causes of flooding have not been covered. A basic list of the physical and human 
causes of flooding can be found on this BBC webpage.  

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z66mxbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn87hv/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn87hv/revision/2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn87hv/revision/2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn87hv/revision/3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn87hv/revision/4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn87hv/revision/4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_glaciers_in_Pakistan
https://www.worlddata.info/asia/pakistan/earthquakes.php
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/Sesimic_hazard_zones_of-Pakistan.png
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw7s4j6/revision/7
https://pdma.gos.pk/tsunami/
https://pdma.gos.pk/tsunami/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgycwmn/revision/1
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.1.2 Climate 

Specification content 

• Seasonal and regional differences in the climate of Pakistan, and factors affecting these 
differences.  

• The influence of the monsoon and western disturbances on the environment and people 
of Pakistan.  

• Causes of tropical cyclones and their impacts on the environment and people of 
Pakistan.  

• Natural and human causes of climate change, and its impacts on people, the economy 
and the environment. 

  Learning outcomes 

• Climate 
Students will be able to understand: 

o features of a climate graph 
o the seasonal and regional differences in the climate of Pakistan 
o factors affecting the differences in climate in Pakistan  
o characteristics of the monsoon and how it is formed 
o influence of the monsoon and western disturbances on the environment and 

people of Pakistan.  
o causes of tropical cyclones and their impacts on the environment and people of 

Pakistan.  
 

• Climate change  
Students will be able to understand: 

o natural causes of climate change 
o human causes of climate change 
o the impact of climate change on the people, economy and environment of 

Pakistan. 
 

Suggested timing 

5 hours 
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Possible learning activities and resources  

• Climate 
o Introduce the different climate zones of Pakistan. Students can compare climate 

graphs from different regions to consider seasonal and regional differences in the 
climate of Pakistan. Students can create a climate a graph for a location of their 
choice using this climate data.  

o Provide an overview of the different factors that can affect differences in climate 
in Pakistan, including latitudinal effect, continental effect, altitude, cloud cover, 
monsoon, urbanization and climate change.  

o This video (7 mins) from the Met Office provides an explanation of the monsoon. 
Students can then research the impacts of the monsoon on Pakistan, including 
flooding as described in this BBC news article.  

o Information from this BBC article can be used to explain the formation of tropical 
cyclones. Students should create their own annotated diagram of the formation of 
tropical cyclones.  

o This news article provides an overview of some of the major cyclones that have 
affected Pakistan in recent years. Students should create a profile for one of 
these events to explore the impacts of the cyclone.  
 

• Climate change 
o Students should be introduced to the natural and human causes of climate 

change (including the enhanced greenhouse effect). This video (3 mins) from 
National Geographic provides an overview of the causes and effects of climate 
change. Students can make a list of causes and categorise them into physical 
and human. Students can then investigate if they are any other causes using 
articles such as this one from the Natural Resources Defence Council (NDRC). 

o Ask students to consider reasons for the pattern shown in this graph of per capita 
CO2 emissions in Pakistan. This could be compared with emissions from other 
countries over time.  

o The Climate Change Knowledge Portal provides details of relevant climate data 
for Pakistan, including change over time. Students can either be set tasks to 
consider the different climate scenarios that may take place depending on global 
CO2 emissions. 

o Students should be introduced to the varied impacts of climate change. This 
video (3 mins) provides an overview of why Pakistan is so susceptible to climate 
change. Some resources to act as a starting point: an article on glacier melt, a 
video on flooding (10mins), a video on the impacts of agriculture (11 mins), a 
video on the rise of malaria, details of health implications (page 3 of WHO report),  
Students can create an infographic to highlight the key impacts of climate change 
for Pakistan. Students should create a table to document the different impacts of 
climate change affecting human lives, the economy and the environment.  
 

 

https://en.climate-data.org/asia/pakistan-127/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpeVqICLTig
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-62728678
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zk89kty#zrrrcmn
https://www.dawn.com/news/1759518
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/what-are-causes-climate-change#natural
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/co-emissions-per-capita?tab=chart&country=%7EPAK
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/co-emissions-per-capita?tab=chart&country=%7EPAK
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/pakistan/climate-data-historical
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yXEqb0HWdk
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/06/28/washed-away-pakistans-melting-glaciers-threatens-millions-with-dangerous-flooding
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sce4Hj3MSY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sce4Hj3MSY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tP4K8BZ3jdY
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/video/2023/2023-04-21-in-pakistan-climate-change-brings-malaria/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/246150/WHO-FWC-PHE-EPE-15.28-eng.pdf%3Fsequence%3D1&ved=2ahUKEwjvvJPGitqFAxVPZ0EAHZinCscQFnoECCoQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3XAhe2GvzUGBT4BBdC875P
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.1.3 Natural resources  

Specification content 

• Distribution of natural resources found in Pakistan, including minerals, forests and 
water; and factors affecting their use. 

• Distribution of mineral resources in Pakistan, including metallic and non-metallic 
minerals, and factors affecting their use. 

• Processes and environmental impacts of mineral extraction in Pakistan.  
• The importance of natural resources for the economic development of Pakistan.  

Learning outcomes 

• Natural resources 
Students will be able to understand:  

o the distribution of natural resources found in Pakistan (including minerals, 
forests and water) 

o factors affecting their use.   
o the distribution of mineral resources in Pakistan 
o metallic and non-metallic minerals found in Pakistan 
o factors affecting the use of metallic and non-metallic minerals found in 

Pakistan. 
o the importance of natural resources for the economic development of 

Pakistan.   
 

• Mineral extraction 
Students will be able to understand:  

o the distribution of mineral resources in Pakistan 
o metallic and non-metallic minerals found in Pakistan 
o factors affecting their use. 
o the processes involved in mineral extraction in Pakistan.  
o environmental impacts of mineral extraction in Pakistan 

Suggested timing 

4 hours 

Possible learning activities and resources 

• Natural resources:  
o Students should be introduced to the distribution of different natural resources. A 

list of key minerals found in Pakistan can be found here. Students could be 
tasked with creating their own maps of distribution for different resources.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_minerals_of_Pakistan
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o This article provides information on the different types of forests found in 
Pakistan. Students could create a map and table of the distribution of the different 
forest types and use images to support this.  

o Students can research different types of natural resources are how they are used 
for different industries and purposes. These can be collated as a class to 
demonstrate the range of natural resources in Pakistan.  

o Students should explore the importance of forest for economic development, 
using this report used as a starting point.   
 

• Mineral extraction 
o Introduce students to key metallic and non-metallic minerals and then ask them 

to investigate levels of production. Students can explore the document, the 
USGS Minerals Yearbook for Pakistan, to research the production of key metallic 
and non-metallic mineral and how these have changed over time.  

o Students should be introduced to the different processes involved in mining in 
open-pits and underground. Students can create diagrams to explain the 
processes and should annotate photographs to explain how these processes 
work. 

o This article can be used to start a discussion of why mining is important to for the 
economic development of Pakistan. Students could take part in a class 
discussion assessing the environmental challenges against the economic 
benefits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.zameen.com/blog/types-forests-pakistan.html
https://pide.org.pk/research/economic-contribution-of-forestry-sector/
https://pubs.usgs.gov/myb/vol3/2019/myb3-2019-pakistan.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/myb/vol3/2019/myb3-2019-pakistan.pdf
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40258095
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.1.4 Energy and water   

Specification content 

• Changes in the production and consumption of non-renewable (coal, natural, gas, oil 
and nuclear) and renewable (hydel, solar, wind, tidal, bioenergy, geothermal) energy 
resources in Pakistan.  

• Advantages and disadvantages of using non-renewable and renewable energy 
resources for the economy and environment of Pakistan.  

• Use of water as a natural resource, management of water supplies and implications for 
the economy and people of Pakistan. 

• Important of maintaining supplies of energy and water resources to support social and 
economic development of Pakistan.   

Learning outcomes 

• Energy 
Students will be able to understand: 

o the different types of non-renewable energy resources (coal, natural gas, oil and 
nuclear). 

o the different types of renewable energy resources (hydel, solar, wind, tidal, 
bioenergy, geothermal).  

o advantages and disadvantages of different energy resources.  
o the importance of different energy resources for the economy and the 

environment.  
 

• Water, energy and development 
Students will be able to understand: 

o important water sources for Pakistan and how it is distributed.  
o how water supplies can affect the population of Pakistan. 
o the importance of maintaining supplies of energy and water resources to support 

social and economic development of Pakistan.  
o the importance of water for the economy of Pakistan 

Suggested timing 

4 hours 
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Possible learning activities and resources  

• Energy 
o Introduce students to the differences between renewable and non-renewable 

energy. This BBC webpage includes a video (1 min) and a short quiz to check 
understanding. Students should be introduced to the different types of renewable 
and non-renewable energy resources. An overview of non-renewable resources if 
provided in this National Geographic webpage, an overview of renewable 
resources are provided in this webpage. To check understanding students should 
be asked to categorise non-renewable and renewable energy.    

o For each energy type a table of advantages and disadvantages should be 
created.  

o Data to explore the energy mix for Pakistan can be found on the IEA webpage 
including the total energy supply, production, electricity and consumption. This 
can be used for a class discussion of the importance of energy for the social and 
economic development of Pakistan. Students could be provided with the data to 
create their own graphs related to the energy resources produced and used by 
Pakistan, in preparation for the discussion.  
 

• Water, energy and development  
o Students can create a map of the main dams in Pakistan and consider the 

advantages and disadvantages of managing water through dams. This webpage 
provides a list. This could be compared with a map of hydel power stations in 
Pakistan, which could be created using this list. This article provides a discussion 
of some of the impacts, which students could use as a starting point.  

o This report from the World Bank can be used to explore the importance of water 
for the economy of Pakistan. The teacher can use some of the data and 
information from the report or students could be assigned certain pages to 
explore issues around: water use, water management and water quality.  

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmwm6v4#zhrscxs
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/non-renewable-energy/
https://www.edfenergy.com/energywise/renewable-energy-sources
https://www.iea.org/countries/pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dams_and_reservoirs_in_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_hydroelectric_power_stations_in_Pakistan
https://thediplomat.com/2021/03/the-cost-of-pakistans-dam-obsession/
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/251191548275645649/pakistan-getting-more-from-water
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The people and economy of Pakistan  
 
Specification reference 

• 3.2.2.1 Population  

Specification content 

• Population structure of Pakistan and the factors that have affected how it has changed 
over time.  

• Population growth and factors affecting the changes, including: birth rates; death rates; 
infant mortality rates; life expectancy and natural increase.  

• Physical and human factors affecting population density and distribution in Pakistan.   
• Factors affecting internal and international migration and the impact on Pakistan’s 

culture, economy and society.  

Learning outcomes 

• Population distribution  
Students will be able to understand:  

o Key features of the population of structure of Pakistan  
o how the population structure of Pakistan has changed over time  
o how population change is measured including birth rates, death rates, infant 

mortality rates, life expectancy and natural increase.  
o the factors that affecting population change in Pakistan.  

 
• Population density  

 Students will be able to understand:  
o how physical and human factors affect population density and distribution in 

Pakistan.  
 

• Migration  
o how factors affect internal and international migration and the impact on 

Pakistan’s culture, economy and society.  
 

 

Suggested timing 

4 hours 
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Possible learning activities and resources 

• Population structure  
o Introduce students to key terms used to explore demographic characteristics.  
o Teachers can use graphs to demonstrate key trends including life 

expectancy. Data to explore the different trends can be found on the World 
Bank webpage including birth rate, death rate and fertility rate. A homework 
task could be to explore how these trends differ to other countries to consider 
reasons for these differences.  

o Introduce how population structure for a country can be explored using a 
population pyramid. This BBC webpage provides an overview which could be 
used. Students can then create population pyramids for Pakistan for different 
years and consider reasons for the changes. This webpage explains how to 
create a population pyramid, including an excel worksheet which can be 
adapted for Pakistan. The data for the population pyramid can be obtained 
from the UN webpage.  

 
• Population density and migration  

o Use this map to discuss with students the meaning of population density and 
the physical and human factors that may have affected this pattern.  

o Introduce students to the patterns of migration into and out of Pakistan. Ask 
students to explore maps produced by Our World in Data to compare patterns 
of where people move from and where people move to. Discuss the patterns 
shown in the maps and reasons for these patterns.  

 

https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/life-expectancy?tab=chart&country=%7EPAK
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/life-expectancy?tab=chart&country=%7EPAK
https://data.worldbank.org/country/pakistan
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.CBRT.IN?locations=PK
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.CDRT.IN?locations=PK
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?locations=PK
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z4qp6g8/revision/2
http://www.bluesquarething.co.uk/geography/pop.htm
https://population.un.org/dataportal/home?df=ed129b1e-5fcf-4e85-bd46-b86bd9545cdf
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pakistan_population_density.png
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/migration-flows?Outflow+or+Inflow=Immigrants%3A+Where+foreign-born+population+in+the+selected+country+moved+from&Select+a+country=Pakistan
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/migration-flows?Outflow+or+Inflow=Emigrants%3A+Where+people+born+in+the+selected+country+moved+to&Select+a+country=Pakistan
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.2.2 Industry and employment  

Specification content 

• Changes in the importance of different industries (economic sectors) in Pakistan over 
the past 100 years.  

• Factors influencing the distribution of agricultural production and changes in primary 
sector employment in Pakistan.  

• Factors affecting the type and location of manufacturing (secondary sector) in Pakistan, 
the types of products produced in Pakistan, and changes in secondary sector 
employment.  

• Factors affecting the type and location of services, and changes in tertiary/quaternary 
sector employment in Pakistan.  

Learning outcomes 

• Industry and employment  
Students will be able to understand: 

o the characteristics of different economic sectors (primary, secondary, tertiary 
and quaternary). 

o how the proportions of economic sectors have changed in Pakistan over the 
past 100 years, and their relative importance to the economy.  

o how factors influence the distribution of agricultural production and changes in 
primary sector employment in Pakistan.  

o how factors affect the type and location of manufacturing in Pakistan, the 
types of products produced in Pakistan, and changes in secondary sector 
employment.  

o how factors affect the type and location of services, and changes in 
tertiary/quaternary sector employment in Pakistan.  

 

Suggested timing 

5 hours 

  



INTERNATIONAL GCSE PAKISTAN STUDIES (9236) 
SCHEME OF WORK – PAPER 2 

 oxfordaqa.com 
 
Copyright © 2024 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved. 15 
 
 

Possible learning activities and resources 

• Industry and employment  
o Students should be introduced to different types of industries (primary, 

secondary, tertiary and quaternary). This BBC webpage can be used as an 
overview. The class could cooperate to create a table of jobs to be found in each 
of these sectors, or teachers could provide students with a list of industries and 
jobs and they should categorise them by sector.  

o Data from the World Bank webpage can be used to explore changes in the 
percentage of employment in the different sectors. Introduce students to basic 
input and output commands, declaring variables (if required by language), and 
using arithmetic operations. 

o This map can be used to display the distribute of some industries in Pakistan, this 
can be used to discuss the physical and human factors that affect the distribution.  
A summary of some general factors that affect the location of industries can be 
found on this webpage, students can discuss if and how they are relevant for 
particular industries in Pakistan.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx6mxbk#z2bsydm
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.AGR.EMPL.ZS?locations=PK
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Industrial_Map_Pakistan.jpg
https://geographyfieldwork.com/IndustryLocationFactors.htm
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.2.3 Trade and economic development   

Specification content 

• Growth of the Pakistan economy, including different indicators such as Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), Human Development Index (HDI), Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and 
international trade.  

• Key imports and experts for Pakistan and how this contributes to the balance of trade 
(including the role of remittances).  

• Key trading partners for Pakistan, and factors affecting trade with Pakistan.  
• The importance of trade blocs for the economy of Pakistan and the role of international 

institution in trade relationships (including the World Trade Organisation).  

Learning outcomes 

• Economy 
Students will be able to understand: 

o trends in the Pakistan economy, including different indicators such as Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), Human Development Index (HDI), Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) and international trade. 

o the key imports and exports for Pakistan and how this contributes to the balance 
of trade (including the role of remittances). 
 

• Trade relationships 
Students will be able to understand:  

o the key trading partners for Pakistan, and the factors that affect trade with 
Pakistan.  

o the importance of trade blocs for the economy of Pakistan and the role of 
international institution in trade relationships (including the World Trade 
Organisation).  

 

Suggested timing 

4 hours 

  



INTERNATIONAL GCSE PAKISTAN STUDIES (9236) 
SCHEME OF WORK – PAPER 2 

 oxfordaqa.com 
 
Copyright © 2024 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved. 17 
 
 

Possible learning activities and resources 

• Economy 
o Show students the graph of GDP per capita, 1950 to 2018 and ask them to 

discuss reasons for the pattern shown.  
o The UNDP website on HDI (Human Development Index) explores how it is 

measured and provides data for 1990 to 2022. Students can explore the trend in 
HDI score for Pakistan and discuss reasons for these changes. Students could 
also compare the HDI scores to other countries in the region, and to other 
regions in the globe, and consider reasons for these differences. The full HDI 
data is available to download from this website which could be used for an 
activity for students to create line graphs of HDI scores over time.  

o Students should explore trends in FDI in Pakistan. Data from 1960 to 2024 is 
available on this webpage.  

o This webpage provides some information on FDI in Pakistan. There are also a 
series of strong and weak points related to investment in Pakistan. This 
information could be given to students as statements which they could then 
discuss and consider if they are an advantage or disadvantage for expanding FDI 
in Pakistan.  

o Students should be introduced patterns in the balance of trade for Pakistan. Data 
for 1960 to 2024 is available on this webpage. The class should discuss reasons 
for this trend, and factors that can affect it.  

o Data is available for exports and imports for Pakistan over time. Students should 
explore these and then research which key products have contributed to these 
trends. 

  
• Trade relationships  

o Show students this map of merchandise exports from Pakistan and this map of 
merchandise imports to introduce the topic of international trade. Ask students to 
discuss reasons why this pattern exists. Students can also explore the role of the 
World Trade Organisation and its relationship with Pakistan. This video provides 
an introduction to the WTO and its role.  

o The World Bank provides data on key trading partners for Pakistan. This data can 
be explored to find out which are the key products that are involved for these 
trading partners. Students should make a list of the most important products for 
these key trading partners.  

o Students could research how the potential for development with key trading 
partners by exploring the research studies from the Pakistan Business Council.  

 

 

 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/gdp-per-capita-maddison?tab=chart&country=%7EPAK
https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/human-development-index#/indicies/HDI
https://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/countries/PAK/pakistan/foreign-direct-investment
https://www.lloydsbanktrade.com/en/market-potential/pakistan/investment
https://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/countries/PAK/pakistan/trade-balance-deficit
https://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/countries/PAK/pakistan/exports
https://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/countries/PAK/pakistan/imports
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/statis_maps_e.htm?country_selected=PAK&optionSelected=3
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/statis_maps_e.htm?country_selected=PAK&optionSelected=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxONEO23qSc
https://wits.worldbank.org/CountryProfile/en/Country/PAK/Year/LTST/TradeFlow/EXPIMP/Partner/by-country
https://www.pbc.org.pk/research-studies/country-studies/
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.2.4 Urbanisation  

Specification content 

• Trends of urbanisation in Pakistan and the physical and human factors affecting the 
rates of growth, including rural to urban migration and the development of megacities 
(Karachi, Lahore and Faisalabad). 

• Economic, social and environmental opportunities created by urbanisation in Pakistan, 
including education, innovation and investment.  

• Economic, social and environmental challenges created by urbanisation Pakistan, 
including employment, housing and forms of pollution.  

• Importance of urban areas for economic development in Pakistan, and strategies to 
supporting improving quality of life in cities.  

Learning outcomes 

• Urbanisation 
Students will be able to understand: 

o trends of urbanisation in Pakistan and the physical and human factors that have 
affected the rates of growth, including rural to urban migration and the 
development of megacities (Karachi, Lahore and Faisalabad).  

o economic, social and environmental opportunities created by urbanisation in 
Pakistan, including education, innovation and investment.  

o economic, social and environmental challenges created by urbanisation in 
Pakistan, including employment, housing and forms of pollution. 

o the importance of urban areas for economic development in Pakistan, and 
strategies to supporting improving quality of life in cities.  

 

Suggested timing 

5 hours 

Possible learning activities and resources 

• Urbanisation  
o Students can be introduced to the concept urbanisation and definitions of 

megacities with this video from the Economist (1 min). 
o Data from the World Bank can be used to explore trends in urbanisation in 

Pakistan, including: percentage of urban population, and urban population 
growth. Teachers could choose to provide students with the data for this and run 
an activity to produce graphs to find the trends in urbanisation.  

o This article provides more details on rural to urban migration in Pakistan and the 
impact this has on cities.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDS_BqDeZ4k
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.URB.TOTL.IN.ZS?locations=PK
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.URB.GROW?locations=PK
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.URB.GROW?locations=PK
https://www.dawn.com/news/1704687
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o Teachers may find this presentation useful for information on the patterns of 
urbanisation across Pakistan over time, and the impacts of these patterns.  

o Students should investigate the trends and impacts of urbanisation in a key city in 
Pakistan. This news article focusing on Islamabad may provide a starting point. 
This also includes an audio version of the article.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://aric.adb.org/pdf/attn/The%20State%20of%20Urbanization%20in%20Pakistan_Shujaat%20Farooq.pdf
https://www.dawn.com/news/1796974
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Globalisation, transport and communication in 
Pakistan 
 
Specification reference 

• 3.2.3.1 Globalisation 

Specification content 

• Positive and negative impacts of globalisation on the economy, people and environment 
of Pakistan.  

• Characteristics of transnational corporations (TNCs) and their role in the economy.  
• Positive and negative impacts of TNCs on people, the economy and the environment of 

Pakistan.  
• Changing consumer cultures in Pakistan (including the rise of digital consumers, the 

influence of global brands, growth of shopping malls).  

Learning outcomes 

• Globalisation and TNCs 
Students will be able to understand: 

o the positive and negative impacts of globalisation on the economy, people and 
environment of Pakistan.  

o the characteristics of transnational corporations (TNCs) and their role in the 
economy.  

o the positive and negative impacts of TNCs on people, the economy and the 
environment of Pakistan.  
 

o Consumer culture 
Students will be able to understand: 

o how consumer cultures in Pakistan are changing (including the rise of digital 
consumers, the influence of global brands, growth of shopping malls).   

Suggested timing 

5 hours 

Possible learning activities and resources 

• Globalisation and TNCs 
o Students should be introduced to the concept of globalisation. This video (2 mins) 

provides an animated overview.  
o Students should consider:  

• Ways that Pakistan is connected to other countries.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNejKHKSbl0
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• How their lives are connected to other countries?  
• What globalisation means to their lives?  

o Students to find an example of a TNC that operates in Pakistan and create a map 
of the countries it operates in, including where the headquarters are based. This 
webpage has a list of TNCs which operate in Pakistan, Wikipedia page has some 
examples of TNCs that have headquarters in Pakistan. As a class there can be a 
discussion about if there are common patterns between the TNCs chosen by the 
students.  

o Create a table of the positive and negative impacts of TNCs on the people of 
Pakistan, and repeat for the economy of Pakistan, and the environment of 
Pakistan. Students can then assess the overall impact of TNCs in Pakistan.  

 
• Consumer culture  

o Teachers could read the journal article which compares shopping centres to open 
street bazaars in Karachi. This could be used to provide information for an 
exploration of consumer cultures in Karachi. Students could use this news article 
to introduce the topic.  

o Students can investigate key features and consumer experiences of shopping 
malls by exploring the Tripadvisor website to consider the key features of these 
new developments, and reasons for their growth.  

 
 

https://s2smark.com/blog/top-multinational-companies-in-pakistan/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Multinational_companies_headquartered_in_Pakistan
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fbuil.2022.1066093/full
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1092296/mall-culture-pakistans-booming-retail-sector
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attractions-g293959-Activities-c26-t143-Pakistan.html
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.3.2 Transport networks   

Specification content 

• Factors affecting the distribution of different transport networks in Pakistan (road, rail, air 
river, sea).  

• Opportunities and challenges for the developments in road and rail transport networks in 
Pakistan.  

• Opportunities and challenges for development in dry ports, seaports and airports in 
Pakistan.  

• Importance of transport for the economic development in Pakistan (including the role of 
CPEC).  

Learning outcomes 

• Transport  
Students will be able to understand: 

o the distribution of different transport networks in Pakistan.  
o the factors that affect how transport networks have developed and prospects for 

future development.  
o the opportunities and challenges for the developments in road, rail, port and 

airport transport networks in Pakistan.  
o the importance of transport for the economic development in Pakistan (including 

the role of CPEC).  
 

Suggested timing 

5 hours 

Possible learning activities and resources 

• Transport 
o Students should be introduced to the distribution of road, rail, air river and sea 

networks. Maps of road networks can be found here, and rail networks can be 
found here. Students should compare the distribution of these networks and 
discuss factors that affect the pattern. These could be categorised into human 
and physical factors.  

o This article provides an introduction to the different seaports in Pakistan. This 
news article explores the importance of seaports for Pakistan. Students should 
prepare a summary of why ports are important for the economic development of 
Pakistan.   

o The CPEC website has information on different projects and provides updates on 
the progress of the various elements to CPEC. This article provides details of the 
various benefits and challenges of CPEC. Students should produce an 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_highways_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_railway_lines_in_Pakistan
https://www.marineinsight.com/know-more/major-ports-in-pakistan/
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40035391
https://cpec.gov.pk/vision-mission/3
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/pakistan/297-china-pakistan-economic-corridor-opportunities-and-risks
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infographic to assess the benefits and challenges of the expansion of transport 
networks via CPEC.  

o Students could make a table of the different opportunities and challenges for 
different transport networks. They should consider if there are similarities and 
differences between networks, and why these might occur.  
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.3.3 Expanding networks   

Specification content 

• Factors affect the development of communication networks in Pakistan, including the 
importance of radio, television, telephones and the internet.  

• Opportunities for expanding communication networks in Pakistan and their role in 
supporting economic development.  

• Challenges for expanding communication networks in Pakistan. 
• Financial systems and their importance for the economic development in Pakistan.  

Learning outcomes 

• Communication 
Students will be able to understand: 

o Understand how factors affect the development of communication networks in 
Pakistan, including the importance of radio, television, telephones and the 
internet. 

o Understand the opportunities and challenges for expanding communication 
networks in Pakistan and their role in supporting economic development. 
 

• Financial systems  
Students will be able to understand: 

o Understand the features of financial systems and their importance for the 
economic development in Pakistan.  

 

Suggested timing 

4 hours 

Possible learning activities and resources 

• Communication  
o Students should be introduced to the different communication networks present 

in Pakistan. This can be complemented with maps of different networks so 
students can compare the distribution. FM Radio coverage, Broadband coverage, 
Mobile phone coverage.  

o This news article can be used to explore factors affecting development of 
communication networks in Pakistan. 

o Students can research the development of radio and television as a 
communication form in Pakistan and why this has been important. This article 
about the development of television in Pakistan and this article about the 
development of radio in Pakistan can be used as a starting point.  

https://www.alhasan.com/maps/pakistan-fm-radio-coverage
https://www.alhasan.com/maps/pakistan-broadband-coverage
https://www.alhasan.com/maps/pakistan-cellular-coverage-map
https://transworld-home.com/unlocking-the-potential-fiber-optic-high-speed-internet-in-pakistan/
https://pas.org.pk/television-in-pakistan-an-overview/
https://pas.org.pk/television-in-pakistan-an-overview/
https://medialandscapes.org/country/pakistan/media/radio
https://medialandscapes.org/country/pakistan/media/radio
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• Financial systems  
o As an introduction to financial systems this article from Britannica can be used to 

highlight key features.  
o To consider the role of financial systems in supporting the  environmentally 

sustainable development of Pakistan, students can read this policy brief from 
UNDP. Students could explore how important the finance system is for 
responding to climate change.    

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Pakistan/Finance
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2023-09/policy_brief_-_greening_the_financial_system_of_pakistan_2023.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2023-09/policy_brief_-_greening_the_financial_system_of_pakistan_2023.pdf
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Creating a sustainable future for Pakistan  
 
Specification reference 

• 3.2.4.1 Environmental issues   

Specification content 

• Causes and consequences of pollution (air, water, soil, noise) in Pakistan.  
• Causes and impacts of deforestation in Pakistan, and strategies to address the impacts 

of deforestation.  
• Causes and impacts of desertification in Pakistan, and strategies to address the impacts 

of desertification.  
• Strategies from different stakeholder (local, national, international) to support protection 

of natural environments and biodiversity in Pakistan.  

Learning outcomes 

• Environmental issues  
Students will be able to understand 

o the causes and consequences of pollution (air, water, soil, noise) in Pakistan.  
o the causes and impacts of deforestation in Pakistan, and strategies to address 

these impacts.  
o the causes and impacts of desertification in Pakistan, and strategies to address 

the impacts of desertification.  
o the different strategies used to support protection of natural environments and 

biodiversity in Pakistan.  
 

Suggested timing 

5 hours 
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Possible learning activities and resources 

• Pollution 
o A discussion activity can take place using this Fact Sheet on air pollution and the 

Air Quality Life Index. Students could use the data to explore the different levels 
of PM2 concentration.  Key discussion questions could include:  

• What is the pattern of air pollution in Pakistan?  
• Why is measuring air pollution levels important?  

o Students to read the blog from the World Bank on river pollution in Pakistan.  
o The report from the World Bank on pollution in the river Indus can be used with 

students to explore more details of the types of pollution, their impacts and 
potential responses to try and reduce pollution.  

o This infographic based on findings from the study could be used with students to 
discuss sources of pollution and factors affecting levels of pollution.  
 

• Deforestation: 
o Students to be given an overview of the different causes of deforestation. 

Teachers may find this journal article useful to understand specific causes of 
deforestation in KPK. Students to consider which are the most significant causes 
of deforestation and how this varies by region. Students could research 
deforestation in different regions to consider how the variation in causes of 
deforestation.  

o Students to read the blog from the World Bank on deforestation on Pakistan.  
 

• Desertification: 
o This video (6 mins) provides an overview of the causes of desertification. 

Students can then discuss which of these are particularly relevant for Pakistan.  
o This video (5 mins) provides an overview of impacts of desertification.  
o Students could use this news article to identify causes of desertification in 

Pakistan and strategies to combat it.  
 

• Protecting the natural environment  
o This video from UNEP on natural environments and their protection in Pakistan 

can be used to introduce the variety of environments in Pakistan that require 
protection and some of the efforts to do so.  

o Students to research different strategies used to reduce pollution, deforestation 
and desertification. This could include activities supported by national policies, 
local actions and projects from NGOs.   

o Students can explore the potential for rainwater harvesting as a method to reduce 
desertification, as explained by the Pakistan Council of Research in Water 
Resources in this article. 

o Students can explore the Ten Billion Tree Tsunami which can be introduced with 
this video (2 mins) and this news article. Students can discuss the potential of the 
project and its impacts.  

 

  

https://aqli.epic.uchicago.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Pakistan-FactSheet-2023_Final.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/4e4017f3-e6f9-59d5-b204-8038ad58abbc
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099408107262341300/pdf/IDU0ff6db12904d2604e5208e41057e07a74d0b9.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/234655483.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/endpovertyinsouthasia/green-emergency-deforestation-pakistan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6gnjNw0Aak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86OKOiKZBwc&list=PLp8BSCLLWBUCjgsbz5Q3l7FXSG0T5H4iX&index=23
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40194248
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RVObnxlPa8&t=63s
https://pcrwr.gov.pk/rainwater-harvesting/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C44ecuPMvFo
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/interactive/2021/pakistan-tree-billion-tsunami-photos/
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.4.2 Managing climate change  

Specification content 

• Understanding the consequences of climate change for the environment, people and the 
economy of Pakistan.  

• International agreements on climate change and government policies, including the 
Paris Agreement and Pakistan’s National Adaptation Plan.  

• Understanding how and why climate change mitigation strategies are used in Pakistan, 
including strategies to reduce CO2 emissions, increase renewable energy use and 
encourage reforestation.  

• Understanding how and why climate change adaptation strategies are used in Pakistan, 
including the use of warning systems, improving disaster response and preparedness, 
and developing flood resilience.  

Learning outcomes 

• Consequences of climate change 
Students will be able to understand:  

o the consequences of climate change for the environment, people and the 
economy of Pakistan. 

o the role of international agreements on climate change and government policies, 
including the Paris Agreement and Pakistan’s National Adaptation Plan in 
responding to climate change 

 
• Climate change mitigation and adaptation.   

Students will be able to understand:  
o the difference between climate change adaptation and mitigation.  
o key climate change mitigation strategies used in Pakistan, and why they are 

implemented. 
o key climate change adaptation strategies used in Pakistan, and why they are 

implemented.  
 

Suggested timing 

5 hours 
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Possible learning activities and resources 

• Consequences of climate change 
o Students should be introduced to the global impacts of climate change, there is 

information provided on the Met Office webpage, although effects more specific 
to Pakistan are summarised on this webpage.  

o The National Adaptation Plan of Pakistan available on this webpage explores 
some of the specific consequences of climate change for Pakistan and this can 
be used with students to explore the data on this issue.  

o Students should be introduced to the key international agreements on climate 
change and why these are important. A timeline is available on this webpage of 
the key international agreements and discussions that have taken place on 
climate change.  

o Students could explore the different IPCCs for scenario for climate change and 
discuss the potential implications for Pakistan. The IPCC reports are lengthy and 
technical, this infographic summarises key information which could be used with 
students. 

  
• Climate change mitigation and adaptation 

o Students should be introduced to the difference between climate change 
mitigation and adaptation. This video (1 min) provides a short overview. There 
are other videos which could also be used to extend the introduction to this, such 
as this video from the IMF on Adapting to climate change IMF video (3 mins) or 
this longer video from the IPCC (13 mins).  

o Students can then be given a particular adaptation strategy as outlined in the 
National Adaptation Plan to explore developments, how this may affect Pakistan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/climate-change/effects-of-climate-change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_in_Pakistan
https://www.preventionweb.net/publication/pakistan-national-adaptation-plan-2023
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/infographic/climate-negotiations-timeline/index_en.html
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/infographic/worlds-apart/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3IXx9A7-m4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEOQYQ-TsiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yHcXQoR1zA
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Specification reference 

• 3.2.4.3 Supporting development and equality  

Specification content 

• Factors affecting regional differences in development within Pakistan.  
• Understand the effectiveness of strategies designed to reduce uneven development 

within Pakistan.  
• The importance of strategies to improve education and address gender equality in 

Pakistan.  
• Understanding the experience and development of food security in Pakistan to support 

the people, economy and environment of Pakistan.  

Learning outcomes 

• Development 
Students will be able to understand: 

o the regional differences in development within Pakistan. 
o the different factors that affect regional differences in development within 

Pakistan 
o the types of strategies used to support development within Pakistan 
o the effectiveness of strategies used. 

 
• Equality  

Students will be able to understand: 
o issues facing education and gender equality in Pakistan.  
o strategies used to improve education and gender equality in Pakistan. 
o the food security issues affecting Pakistan 
o how food security can affect the economy and environment of Pakistan 
o efforts being made to improve the food security of Pakistan. 

Suggested timing 
4 hours 
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Possible learning activities and resources 
• Development 

o Students to be introduced to how development can be measured through 
indicators related to income, health and education.  

o Students to discuss regional differences in income and education and discuss the 
human and physical factors which may have influenced these differences. For 
example a map of poverty in Pakistan and the associated report summary can be 
used to support students explore these issues. There are seven suggested 
reasons for the differences shown in the map, students could individually or in 
groups research further details of these to discuss with the class.  

o A similar activity can be completed for differences in literacy rate which are 
provided in this map.  

 
• Equality  

o Students can explore data from the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics for different 
regions including indicators on poverty, labour and employment, education, and 
housing, water and sanitation. 

o As a homework activity students could watch the United Nations press 
conference (51 mins) which discusses food security in Pakistan and actions to 
address it. Students could be asked to write a summary of the press conference 
to highlight the key issues and actions.  

o Students can investigate strategies used to improve food security in Pakistan. 
This can be actions at different scales from actions coordinated by the World 
Food Programme as outlined in this country brief, to actions of NGOs as outlined 
on this webpage from Action Against Hunger.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ppaf.org.pk%2Fdoc%2Fregional%2F8-Summary%2520of%2520Geography%2520of%2520Poverty%2520in%2520Pakistan%25202012-13.pdf&psig=AOvVaw0FHL3XxUqNcpXzYxqqG5JW&ust=1714120445247000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=2ahUKEwiQupmz-tyFAxV25gIHHSHmAV8Qjhx6BAgAEBc
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Literacy_Rate_by_Pakistani_District_-_2017_Census.svg
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6q_wYLDdNcQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6q_wYLDdNcQ
https://www.wfp.org/countries/pakistan
https://www.actionagainsthunger.org.uk/our-impact/where-we-work/asia/pakistan

