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Introduction 
This guide includes examples of responses to questions from Paper 1 of the Additional 
Specimen Assessment Materials for International GCSE Islamiat (9237). 

These questions are presented with responses and commentary from a senior examiner.  
 

Assessment Objectives 
The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives:  

 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion, beliefs and practices, 
including:  
• the importance of beliefs, practices, and sources of authority (Qur’an and Hadith)  
• the key events in the history of Islam  
• their influence and impact on individuals, communities, and society  
• how beliefs and practices are observed.  

 
• AO2: Examine aspects of religious beliefs, practices and teachings, including:  

• their significance and implications  
• application of learning to and from sources of authority. 
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Example responses  
 

Question 1.3 

 

Mark scheme 
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Response A 
Tawhid is important because it teaches Muslims that there is only one God. Muslims must 
pray to Allah and not anyone else. 

 

Commentary 
This answer scored 2 marks. The candidate gives very simple points without developing them 
and so is capped at 2 Marks. 

 

 

Response B 
Tawhid is important because it teaches Muslims that there is only one God, and all worship 
should be for Him. This stops idol worship and helps Muslims focus on praying and obeying 
Allah (Qur’an 112:1-4). 

Tawhid is also important because it shows that Allah is all-powerful and knows everything. 
Believing this helps Muslims trust Allah, make good choices, and be honest and fair in their 
daily life. 

 

Commentary 
This answer scored 4 marks. 

The student gives two clearly developed points and gains full marks. Although there is no 
requirement for students to refer to sources of authority in this question they will be credited 
when it is relevant and applied as a development. This is shown in the first paragraph. In the 
2nd paragraph, a developed point is shown 
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Question 1.4 

 
Mark scheme 
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Response A 
One Muslim teaching about death rituals is that the body should be washed and wrapped in a 
shroud.  

Another teaching is that Muslims should pray for the person who has died. 

Commentary 
This answer scored 2 marks. 

The students provides simple points without developing these. There also no reference to a 
source of authority and so is capped at 2 marks. 

 

Response B 
One Muslim teaching about death rituals is that the body should be washed, wrapped in a 
simple white shroud (kafan), and buried quickly. This shows respect for the deceased and 
follows the guidance of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, who said: “Wash the dead, shroud them, and pray over 
them” (Sahih Bukhari). 

Another teaching is that Muslims should offer prayers for the deceased, called Salat al-
Janazah. This helps the family and community remember the person, ask Allah for 
forgiveness, and show solidarity, reflecting the importance of compassion and duty in Islam. 

Commentary 
This answer scored 6 marks. It shows two clearly developed points with clear link to a source 
of authority in the first paragraph which is linked back to the question and explained.  
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Question 1.5  
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Mark scheme 
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Response A 
Belief in Al-Qadr is important because it teaches Muslims that Allah knows everything that will 
happen. This helps them feel less worried when things go wrong. It also teaches Muslims to 
accept problems and trust that Allah has a plan. 

Commentary 
This is a Level 2 response. 

Limited reasoning provided by the students and no links to the passage provided. More 
detailed development of points and a clear link to the passage is progressed  to a higher level. 

 

Response B 
Belief in Al-Qadr is significant because it helps Muslims understand that everything happens 
according to Allah’s plan. When they face problems, illness, or difficulties, they can accept 
these events as part of God’s will and stay patient instead of becoming upset or angry. The 
Hadith emphasises the importance on reliance with Allah, when the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم told his 
companions that an individuals destiny in paradise or hell is predetermined. This makes 
Muslims trust Allah’s plan and work towards doing the best they can in this life. 

It is also significant because it encourages Muslims to trust Allah while still making effort in 
their lives. They understand that while Allah has a plan, they are responsible for their actions 
and should try to do good, knowing that Allah is aware of all their efforts. This belief gives 
them comfort, hope, and guidance during challenging times. 

A third significance is that belief in Al-Qadr reminds Muslims that life is fair and just. Even if 
bad things happen, Muslims trust that Allah has wisdom behind everything, which encourages 
them to remain hopeful and continue to live morally and follow Islamic teachings. 

 
Commentary 
This is a Level 4 response. 

The response provides 3 reasons for significance and develops these points with detailed and 
relevant knowledge and understanding. In the first paragraph, the response paraphrases the 
passage and applies it to the point being made. 
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Question 2.3 

 
Mark scheme 
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Response A 
 
It is important because Muslims believe the Qur’an was first revealed to the Prophet 
Muhammad  صلى الله عليه وسلم on the Night of Power. 
 
It is important because prayers on this night are believed to be worth more than many years of 
worship. 

Commentary 
This answer scored 2 marks. 
 
Two simple points given with no development of the point.  
 
 

Response B 
The Night of Power (Laylat ul-Qadr) is important because Muslims believe it is the night when 
the Qur’an was first revealed to the Prophet Muhammad  صلى الله عليه وسلم. This makes it a very special night, 
as the Qur’an is the holy book that guides Muslims in their daily lives. 
 
It is also important because Muslims believe that praying on this night brings more reward 
than praying for many years. Many Muslims pray and ask Allah for forgiveness, believing that 
this night is full of mercy and blessings. 

Commentary 
This answer scored 4 marks  
 
Two clear points are given in each paragraph. Both points are well developed and the 
candidate gains full marks.  
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Question 2.4 

 

Mark scheme 
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Response A 
Hajj influences a Muslim’s life by making their faith stronger. It also helps them feel closer to 
Allah. 
 
Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam ad It also teaches equality and humility for all Muslims 
 

Commentary 
This answer scored 2 marks. 
 
Two simple points are given with no further development or support, and so this response 
cannot go above 2 marks 

 

Response B 
Hajj influences a Muslim’s life by strengthening their faith, as completing the pilgrimage helps 
them feel closer to Allah and more committed to following Islamic teachings. 
 
It also encourages equality and humility, because all Muslims dress the same and worship 
together, showing that everyone is equal before Allah. This is supported by the Qur’an which 
states that “The most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you”. This 
shows that Allah values people for their faith and actions rather than their wealth or status.
  

Commentary 
This answer scored 6 Marks 
 
The first paragraph, although brief, gives one developed point and gains 2 marks. The second 
paragraph gives a developed point which is supported with a relevant quote that is linked 
directly to the question, and so gains additional 4 marks. This is a full mark response.  
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Question 2.5 
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Mark scheme 
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Response A 
it is significant is because Muslims fast during Ramadan and this shows patience. They do not 
eat or drink and this is important to them. 
 
Also because fasting helps Muslims think about poor people and be kind. Muslims give to 
charity in Ramadan. The Qur’an says Muslims should fast in Surah 2:183–184. This means 
fasting is important. 
 

Commentary 
This is a level 2 response 
 
A basic response that provides several simple reasons why Ramadhan is significant, although 
the response mentions the passage, and while there is an attempt to expand on this in the 
final sentence, it is not developed or linked to the question in a meaningful way.  
 
 

Response B 
One reason it is significant is because fasting during Ramadan teaches Muslims patience and 
self control. By going without food and drink during daylight hours, Muslims learn to control 
their desires and focus more on worship, which helps them grow spiritually and become more 
disciplined in everyday life. 
 
Another reason it is significant is because fasting helps Muslims develop concern for those in 
need. Feeling hunger allows Muslims to better understand what poor people experience daily, 
which encourages empathy, charity, and giving to others, especially through zakah and 
sadaqah during Ramadan. 
 
A final reason it is significant is because fasting is a direct command from Allah and helps 
Muslims become more righteous. Surah 2 verses 183–185 state that fasting is prescribed so 
that Muslims may gain self-restraint (taqwa). This shows that fasting is not just physical but 
spiritually important, helping Muslims live in a way that pleases Allah. 
 

Commentary 
This is a Level 4 response 
 
The candidate gives 3 clear points of significance and unpacks these in some detail. The final 
paragraph makes explicit links to the passage in the question and is able to link this directly to 
the question. 


	Introduction
	This guide includes examples of responses to questions from Paper 1 of the Additional Specimen Assessment Materials for International GCSE Islamiat (9237).
	These questions are presented with responses and commentary from a senior examiner.
	Assessment Objectives
	Example responses
	Question 1.3
	Question 1.4
	Question 1.5
	Question 2.3
	Question 2.4
	Question 2.5

