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Introduction 
This guide includes examples of responses to questions from Paper 2 of the Additional 
Specimen Assessment Materials for International GCSE Islamiat (9237). 

These questions are presented with responses and commentary from a senior examiner.  
 

Assessment Objectives 
The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives:  
 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion, beliefs and practices, 
including:  
• the importance of beliefs, practices, and sources of authority (Qur’an and Hadith)  
• the key events in the history of Islam  
• their influence and impact on individuals, communities, and society  
• how beliefs and practices are observed.  

 
• AO2: Examine aspects of religious beliefs, practices and teachings, including:  

• their significance and implications  
• application of learning to and from sources of authority. 
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Example responses  
 

Question 1.3 

 

Mark scheme 

 
Response A 
One teaching is that Muslims should be patient during hard times.  

Another teaching is that Muslims should trust Allah to help them. 

Commentary 
This answer scored 2 marks. 

The response gives simple points that are not developed and therefore is credited at 2 marks. 
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Response B 
One teaching from the boycott of Banu Hashim is patience.  Hazrat Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and his 
followers faced hunger and hardship, but they remained patient and continued to practice their 
faith. This shows Muslims the importance of staying strong and calm during difficult situations. 

Another teaching is trust in Allah. During the boycott, the Prophet  صلى الله عليه وسلم relied on Allah for 
guidance and support, showing Muslims that they should trust God in all challenges and 
believe that He will help them through hard times. 

Commentary 
This answer scored 4 marks. 

Two clear points are given, both are well developed. There is no requirement to use a source 
of authority here. 
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Question 1.4 

 
Mark scheme 
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Response A 
One key teaching from Hazrat Muhammad’s صلى الله عليه وسلم life is that Muslims should be honest.  

Another teaching is that Muslims should treat their parents with respect. 

Commentary 
This answer scored 2 marks. 

Two simple points given and no link to a source of authority given. Both points need to be fully 
developed and a relevant link to a source of authority should be provided at some point in the 
response to progress. 

 

Response B 
One key teaching from Hazrat Muhammad’s صلى الله عليه وسلم life is honesty. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم always spoke 
the truth and acted fairly, teaching Muslims to be honest in all situations. He said: “The signs 
of a hypocrite are three: when he speaks, he lies; when he makes a promise, he breaks it; and 
when he is trusted, he betrays” (Sahih Bukhari). 

Another key teaching is the treatment of parents. Hazrat Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم showed great respect 
and care for his parents and encouraged Muslims to do the same. This teaching reminds 
Muslims to be kind, obedient, and helpful to their parents in daily life. 

Commentary 
This answer scored 6 marks. 

Two clearly developed points given with a clear link to a Hadith in the first point, which is 
relevant source of authority. The Hadith is then linked back to the question which allows the 
response to gain full marks.  
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Question 1.5 
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Mark scheme 
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Response A 
One reason it is significant is because the Battle of Uhud tested the obedience and discipline 
of the Muslim community. Some archers disobeyed the Prophet Muhammad’s صلى الله عليه وسلم instructions, 
which led to defeat. This shows that Uhud was not a victory, but a lesson about following Allah 
and His Messenger. 
 
Commentary 
This is a Level 2 response. 

A partial response that shows some development. There is no link to the passage and only 
provides one area of significance is identified with some support and so is credited at Level 2. 

 

Response B 
One reason it is significant is because the Battle of Uhud tested the obedience and discipline 
of the Muslim community. Although Muslims initially gained the upper hand, some archers 
disobeyed the Prophet Muhammad’s instructions, which led to defeat. This shows that Uhud 
was not a victory, but a lesson about the importance of following Allah and His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم. 
 
it is also significant is because the battle showed that success comes from trusting Allah, not 
just military strength. In Surah 3:121–127, Allah reminds the Muslims that He supported them 
in earlier battles and that victory only comes with faith and patience. This highlights that Uhud 
cannot be called Muhammad’s صلى الله عليه وسلم greatest victory, as it exposed weaknesses in faith and 
obedience. 
 
Finally, the Battle of Uhud helped Muslims grow stronger spiritually after hardship. The defeat 
encouraged reflection, repentance, and renewed commitment to Islam. This shows that while 
Uhud was not a military victory, it was important in shaping and strengthening the Muslim 
community. 
 
 
Commentary 
This is a Level 4 response. 

The response provides three points of signficance and develops each of these well with 
knowledge and understanding. The reponse also uses the passage in the 2nd paragraph and 
applies it well to the question. 
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Question 2.3 

 
Mark scheme 
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Response A 
Hadith may be checked by looking at the chain of narrators.  
 
They can also be checked by reading the meaning of the Hadith. 
 
Commentary 
This answer is credited at 2 marks. 
 
Two simple points given with no development and so this answer cannot go above 2 marks.  
 
 

Response B 
One method used to test the reliability of Hadith is checking the isnād (chain of transmission). 
Scholars carefully examine each narrator in the chain to see if they were trustworthy, honest, 
and had a good memory. If even one person in the chain is known to be unreliable, the Hadith 
may be rejected. This ensures that the Hadith genuinely goes back to the Prophet Muhammad 
 .صلى الله عليه وسلم
 
Another method is analysing the matn. Scholars check whether the message of the Hadith 
agrees with the Qur’an and other reliable Hadith. If the content contradicts Islamic teachings 
or logic, it may be considered weak or false. This helps protect Islam from incorrect teachings 
being followed. 
 
Commentary 
This answer is given 4 marks. 
 
Two clearly developed points that answer the question well. Both points are supported and 
explained, showing sufficient development to gain full marks.  
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Question 2.4 

 
Mark scheme 
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Response A 
One Muslim teaching about Qiyas is that it allows scholars to apply Islamic law to new 
situations. 
 
Another Muslim teaching about Qiyas is that it must always be based on the Qur’an and 
Sunnah. 
 
Commentary 
This answer is credited at 2 marks. 
 
Two simple points are given, neither are explained or developed.  
 
 

Response B 
One Muslim teaching about Qiyas is that it allows scholars to apply Islamic law to new 
situations. When an issue is not mentioned directly in the Qur’an or Sunnah, scholars use 
Qiyas by comparing it to a similar situation with a known ruling. This shows that Islam is 
flexible and can guide Muslims in modern life.  
 
Another Muslim teaching about Qiyas is that it must always be based on the Qur’an and 
Sunnah. Qiyas cannot be used independently or against Allah’s revelation. This ensures that 
human reasoning does not replace divine guidance. The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said that 
judges should use reasoning only after the Qur’an and Sunnah, showing that Qiyas is a 
secondary source of authority. 
 
Commentary 
This answer is credited at 6 Marks. 
 
There are two clearly developed points that are given and they are well explained. The 
repsonse incudes a source fo authority at the end of the pargraph two which is relevant and 
creditworthy.   
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Question 2.5 
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Mark scheme
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Response A 
The Qur’an is the holiest book for Muslims because it is the word of Allah. Muslims follow it to 
know what is right and wrong. It also helps them know how to live their lives and please Allah. 
Muslims read it, learn from it, and try to follow its teachings every day. 

Commentary 
This is a Level 2 response. 

Limited reponse that lacks development. There is no link to the passage and only provides 
one area of significance and so is capped at Level 2 

 

Response B 
The Qur’an is significant because it is the direct word of Allah, giving guidance on how 
Muslims should live their lives. It teaches them about worship, morality, and how to treat 
others, helping them make good choices and live in a way that pleases Allah. Allah says in the 
Qur’an: “I swear by this Qur’an, full of warning, that it is indeed noble, and none shall touch it 
except the purified” (Surah 56:75–80), showing the importance and sacredness of the Qur’an 
for Muslims by providing guidance about how it should be treated with reverence. 

It is also significant because it provides comfort and support. Muslims can read and reflect on 
its verses during difficult times, which helps them stay patient, hopeful, and focused on doing 
good throughout their life 

A third significance is that the Qur’an unites Muslims around the world. Learning and following 
its teachings connects Muslims, encourages moral behaviour, and helps create a sense of 
community within the global Ummah. 

 

 
Commentary 
This is a Level 4 response. 

The reponse provides 3 aspects of signficance and develops each point well, using knowledge 
and understanding to support the points made. The response also uses the passage and 
applies it very effectively to the question. 
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