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Question 1 
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Mark scheme 
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Response A 

 
 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 4 marks 
There is some delay in expression here, eg ‘a couple of a man and woman’ amongst others, 
but there’s also some good detail about scenery. A mark of 4 balances up these two aspects 
of the response. 

Language: 3 marks 
Spelling is accurate and the two sentences are demarcated correctly. 

 

Response B 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 6 marks 
This is clearly expressed. Although there is a slight ambiguity in ‘wrapped around each 
other’s wrist’, it doesn’t stop full marks being awarded. 

Language: 3 marks 
Spelling and punctuation are accurate. 
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Response C 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 4 marks 
Some delay is evident – the missing articles and phrasing such as ‘maybe there is a couples’ 
– but there is plenty of apt detail. A mark of 4 reflects these aspects. 

 

Language: 2 marks 
There are a couple of misspellings (‘unde’ and ‘opnion’) and although sentences are 
demarcated, the lack of a capital letter following some full stops is incorrect. 
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Response D 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 5 marks 
This is clear writing which makes sense, but it is a little light on detail – a mark of 5 reflects 
this. 

Language: 3 marks 
Spelling and punctuation are accurate. The mis-capitalisation of ‘S’ and the ‘P’ that may be 
simply the student’s handwriting (rather than an error) don’t prevent full marks being 
awarded. 

 

Response E 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 3 marks 
All bar one sentence here contains an error, and although what’s said can be understood, 
there is fairly pronounced delay – but not enough to warrant bottom band. 

Language: 2 marks 
Demarcation is accurate but the spelling errors (eg ‘watchs’, ‘endulge’, ‘fishs’) mean that 2 
marks is apt. 
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Question 2 

 

Mark scheme 
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Response A 

 

Commentary 
Content /communication: 3 marks 
The task and bullet points are answered, but there is a noticeable lack of clarity - the final 
two lines are difficult to comprehend - and a general lack of control. 

Language: 3 marks 
Straightforward spellings are mainly accurate but there are noticeable errors (‘cario’, ‘hotal’, 
‘staer’ amongst others). Demarcation is weak. 
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Response B 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 6 marks 
A clear and controlled response where everything makes sense. There are some nice details 
– the customised cake and sporting rivalry – that show a confidence and attempt at 
authenticity. 
 
Language: 6 marks 
Accurate spelling of complex words and accurate punctuation. There is variety of vocabulary 
(e.g., ‘customized’). The minor prepositional blemish (‘on next Friday’) and missing full stop 
after ‘fun’ doesn’t stop full marks being awarded. 
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Response C 

 

Commentary 
Content /communication: 4 marks 
There is some delay here, but it is possible to grasp the ideas without too much effort, e.g., 
the third sentence is errant but it fairly obvious what’s meant. The bullet points are 
addressed. 
 
Language: 4 marks 
Spelling is accurate for the most part (‘collbartions’ an exception), but demarcation is 
insecure. There is some attempt to vary vocabulary (e.g., ‘gathering’) but it’s straightforward 
vocabulary in the main. 
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Response D 

 

Commentary 
Content /communication: 5 marks 
This is clear writing with the odd slip (e.g., ‘In the fact’), but it lacks detail. A mark of 5 reflects 
this. 
 
Language: 5 marks 
Accurate in terms of punctuation and spelling, but a little lacking in variety, hence 5. 
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Response E 

 

Commentary 
Content /communication: 3 marks 
The bullet points are addressed but there is frequent delay here, with the odd occasion 
where it’s hard to work out what was meant (e.g., the end of the penultimate paragraph). 
 
Language: 3 marks 
Demarcation is insecure. Spelling is generally secure, but there are straightforward words 
that are incorrect (e.g., ‘schoole’, ‘jopes’). Variety of vocabulary is lacking. 
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Question 3 

 
Mark scheme 
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Response A 
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Commentary 
Content /communication: 8 marks 
This is a very well written response – clear and controlled, with some very good details. It is 
sequenced effectively and has a convincing voice. This easily scores full marks. 

Language: 8 marks 
Highly accurate in terms of spelling, punctuation and grammar. Language is manipulated 
effectively for the purpose. Plenty of variety in vocabulary. 
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Response B 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 6 marks 
Although a little light on detail, this is clear prose. The bullet points are addressed – it does 
what is asked. 6 marks reflects the clarity – to enter top band, more detail would be required. 

Language: 5 marks 
Spelling is competent, but there are some errors (‘visted’, ‘alot’, ‘abazar’, ‘cloths’). There are 
demarcation errors in places. Vocabulary choices are workmanlike rather than ambitious. 
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Response C 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 3 marks 
What’s written is largely understandable but imprecise. There are some parts that are 
unclear (‘ination, mall give a hand to choses…’). The final bullet is treated lightly – this is 
partial coverage. 

Language: 3 marks 
Syntax is insecure and punctuation errant at times. Straightforward words are spelled 
correctly but there are errors (‘movy’) and punctuation errancy in several places. 
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Response D 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 4 marks 
This response does address the bullets – the final bullet is dealt with competently if in narrow 
fashion. There is delay (e.g., ‘I thinked a lot to choose wisle to recomiend’). 

Language: 4 marks 
Some noticeable spelling errors (e.g., ‘vistied’, ‘speakeres’, comfertable’) alongside much 
accuracy. Demarcation is reliable, although there is the occasional lack of post-full stop 
capitalisation along with their/there/they’re confusion. 
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Response E 

 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 4 marks 
There is a lot of detail here alongside noticeable delay – but it’s mostly comprehendible with 
work on the reader’s part. There is a reasonable attempt to structure and sequence points. 

Language: 3 marks 
Noticeable spelling errors (e.g., ‘actives’, ‘opinine’, joyfull’) but there is an attempt at varied 
vocabulary. Demarcation inexact at times.  



INTERNATIONAL GCSE ESL (9280) - EXAMPLE RESPONSES (STANDARDISATION SCRIPTS) 

oxfordaqa.com 
 
Copyright © 2026 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved. 20 

Question 4 

 

Mark scheme
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Response A 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 5 marks 
A competent piece of writing, but the actual task (‘how to help….) is thin on detail. There is a 
clarity but the occasional inexact choices (e.g., the jarring use of ‘Justifiably’). There is a 
shape to the argument, but some of the logic needed better / clearer explanation. 

Language: 10 marks 
A fairly controlled and reasonably accurate response. Spelling is secure and the is variety of 
vocabulary, but it’s used inaptly on occasion (e.g., ‘showed its validity’). 
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Response B 

 

 
Commentary 
Content /communication: 2 marks 
A repetitious response – one which doesn’t actually answer the task (‘how to help…’), aside 
from an unclear tip to enquire about likes and dislikes. There are times when it’s uncertain 
what’s meant (e.g., the end of the third paragraph). 
 
Language: 5 marks 
Spelling is mainly secure, but capitalisation errors are evident. Punctuation is inexact in 
places (e.g., the third paragraph). Vocabulary choices lack variety. 
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Response C 
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Commentary 
Content /communication: 8 marks 
A wide-ranging and clearly expressed argument that deals with complex ideas. Phrasing is 
clear and although there are a few quibbles (e.g., ‘Systematically’), there is a lot of very 
effective work here that warrants full marks. 
 
Language: 15 marks 
There are occasional errors (e.g., ‘cuture’, ‘extremly’) but there are many more accurate-
spelled and well-chosen words that allow full marks to be awarded. 
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Response D 
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Commentary 
Content /communication: 3 marks 
There are ideas here that show a valiant attempt to answer the question – several ideas 
about how to help are offered – but this is counterbalanced by the noticeable delays in 
expression which are extensive. 
 
Language: 5 marks 
There are several misspellings (e.g., ‘speacial’, ‘opinine’, company’), some pronoun 
ambiguity, but demarcation is competent. 
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Response E 
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Commentary 
Content /communication: 4 marks 
Ideas are offered that address the question, and these points are comprehendible if 
hampered by delayed expression. There are occasions when the message is unclear (e.g., 
‘different time not specific time’) 
 
Language: 7 marks 
There is competency in terms of spelling, although some errancy (‘blanckets’, ‘jop’), some 
mis-capitalisation and time when commas should have been full stops. 
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