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EXAMPLE RESPONSES - PAPER 1 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

Introduction

This guide includes examples of responses to questions from Paper 1 of the Additional
Specimen Assessment Materials for International GCSE Urdu (9264).

These questions are presented with responses and commentary from a senior examiner.

Assessment Objectives

The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives:
¢ AO1: Understand and respond to written language.

o AO2: Manipulate language to create meaning using a range of vocabulary and grammar
structures.
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Example responses

Question 5
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[15 marks]
Mark scheme
Question Answer Marks
05 The summarised response is assessed for Conveying key messages 15
(10 marks) and Application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures (5 marks), as specified in the criteria below. AO2 = 15

Conveying key messages
Total ticks Mark
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Application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures

Level | Marks | Response

5 5 Excellent knowledge of vocabulary and
structures, highly accurate

4 4 Good knowledge of vocab and structures;
generally accurate

Reasonable knowledge of vocab and structures;

3 3 more accurate than inaccurate
2 2 Limited knowledge of vocab and structures;
generally inaccurate
1 1 Very limited knowledge of vocab and structures;
highly inaccurate
0 The language produced does not meet the

standard required for Level 1.

Notes
A mark of zero for Conveying key messages automatically results in a mark of zero for
Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures.

Key messages

The summarised response is divided into 10 key messages (see below). As a general rule,
the wrong person or wrong tense of a verb will not receive a tick. Minor inaccuracies,
such as incorrect gender or adjectival agreement, will not on their own prevent the award of
a tick.

Indicative content
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Commentary

The candidate organised the summary in a clear and coherent manner, following the
structure of the original text and using all bullet points to delineate different main points. It
shows that the candidate has made sure that they read the passage very carefully and then
selected the specific information according to each bullet point. By focussing on key points,
using their own words, including all relevant information, structuring their summary logically,
maintained balance. There is clear evidence of paraphrasing the main ideas, key points in
their own words, and using different structure focusing on conveying the meaning and
message of the text rather than replicating the wording.

For summary, the top mark 10 for Conveying key messages is the best fit and for Application
of grammatical knowledge of language and structures with a top mark of 5 is given. The
candidate did everything required to achieve the top mark 15 for this answer.

This response is awarded 15 marks out of a possible 15 marks.
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Response B
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Commentary

In this response the candidate was successful in Identifying the main ideas, arguments, and

supporting evidence in the text, for the first 7 key points but the candidate missed one key
point. The candidate also gave no response for mark point 8 and unrequired information or
too much detail (reproduced from the text) for mark points 9 and 10, and therefore did not
achieve those marks.

Since the candidate covered only 7 key points and is awarded 7 marks for Conveying key

10.

messages. The candidate showed a good grasp for Application of grammatical knowledge of
language and structures by using a range of vocabulary and a variety of complex structures.

Therefore, the candidate is awarded a top mark of 5 for this.

This response is awarded 12 marks out of a possible 15 marks.
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Question 6
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[15 marks]

Recently, | went to Iceland with my family for a short holiday. We spent less than a
week there, but it was enough to see the amazing sights and natural beauty. We saw
magnificent waterfalls cascading down mountains. We visited the National Museum,
the hot water springs, the black sand beach, towering volcanoes and the breathtaking
glacier. For me, the highlight of the holiday was the whale watching excursion. It was
a unique and memorable experience. Iceland is a very expensive country, especially
the food prices. The healthcare system is very good, but they are working to improve
the higher education system.

Mark scheme

Question Answer Marks
06 The translated response is assessed for Conveying key messages (10 15
marks) and Application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures (5 marks), as specified in the criteria below. AO2 =15

Conveying key messages

Total ticks Mark

19/20

17/18

15/16

13/14

11/12

9/10
7/8
5/6
3/4
1/2

0
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Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

Level | Marks | Response

5 5 Excellent knowledge of vocabulary and
structures, highly accurate

4 4 Good knowledge of vocab and structures;
generally accurate

3 3 Reasonable knowledge of vocab and

structures; more accurate than inaccurate
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2 Limited knowledge of vocab and structures;
generally inaccurate
1 Very limited knowledge of vocab and structures;

highly inaccurate

The language produced does not meet the
standard required for Level 1.

Notes

A mark of zero for Conveying key messages automatically results in a mark of zero for
Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures.

Key messages

The translation is divided into 20 key messages. As a general rule, the wrong person or
wrong tense of a verb will not receive a tick. Minor inaccuracies, such as incorrect gender
or adjectival agreement, will not on their own prevent the award of a tick.

Indicative Content
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Response A
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Commentary

Conveying key messages

Almost all key messages (19 ticks awarded) are conveyed successfully. It is true to say,
therefore, that almost all key messages are conveyed, and a mark of 10 is awarded.

Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

In this response, the candidate demonstrated excellent knowledge of vocabulary, good
understanding of grammar and good use of complex structures. The work is also highly
accurate. A top mark of 5 is therefore awarded.

This response is awarded 15 marks out of a possible 15 marks.

Response B
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Commentary

Conveying key messages

Most key messages (16 ticks awarded) are conveyed successfully. It is true to say,
therefore, that most, rather than nearly all key messages are conveyed, and a mark of 8 is
awarded.

Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

In this response, the candidate demonstrated excellent knowledge of vocabulary, good
understanding of grammar and good use of complex structures. The work is also highly
accurate but in some cases the candidate has used the wrong tense and wrong person. A
mark of 4 is therefore awarded.

This response is awarded 12 marks out of a possible 15 marks.
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