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INTERNATIONAL GCSE URDU (9264)
EXAMPLE RESPONSES - PAPER 2 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

Introduction

This guide includes examples of responses to questions from Paper 2 of the Additional
Specimen Assessment Materials for International GCSE Urdu (9264).

These questions are presented with responses and commentary from a senior examiner.

Assessment Objectives

The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.

¢ AO1: Understand and respond to written language.
o AO2: Articulate ideas, opinions and information for a range of purposes and audiences.

o AO3: Show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically to, different aspects
of the culture and society of countries where Urdu is spoken.
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INTERNATIONAL GCSE URDU (9264)
EXAMPLE RESPONSES - PAPER 2 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

Example responses

Question 2

Question 2 tests students’ ability to write a dialogue about the excessive use of a mobile
phone between parents and a child.

This question covers AO3. It tests their ability to give opinion and information for a range of
purposes and audiences by using different vocabulary and grammar.
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[10 marks]

Mark scheme

Question 2 AO3

For this question, students are required to write a dialogue or a speech. The response will be
assessed for Content (6 marks) and Quality of language (4 marks), as specified in the criteria
below. The student is expected to produce approximately 60-70 words over the whole
question. The number of words is approximate and you must mark all work produced by the
student.

[10 marks]
Content

Level | Marks | Response

An excellent response covering all aspects of the task. Communication is
3 5-6 very clear and a lot of information is conveyed. Opinions are expressed
with accuracy.

2 3.4 A good response covering most aspects of the task. Communication is
clear and some information is conveyed. Opinions are expressed.

A limited response covering some aspects of the task. Communication is
1 1-2 mostly clear but perhaps with occasional lapses. Little information is
conveyed. Opinions are not expressed.

0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1.

Quality of language

Level | Marks | Response

Good use of appropriate vocabulary and structures. Errors are mainly
2 3-4 minor, overall language is accurate and meaningful. The style and register
are appropriate
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INTERNATIONAL GCSE URDU (9264)
EXAMPLE RESPONSES - PAPER 2 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

Reasonable use of appropriate vocabulary and structures. There may be
1 1-2 some maijor errors, and more frequent minor errors, but overall the
response is ambiguous. The style and register may not always be
appropriate.
0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1.
Notes

A mark of zero for Content automatically results in a mark of zero for Quality of language, but
apart from that, the Content mark does not limit the mark for Quality of language.

Indicative Response: The following indicative content is an example of the response that
students may give to this question.
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Commentary

Content

This is an excellent response where the candidate has communicated clearly about the
dialogue, and a lot of information is conveyed. Opinions are expressed accurately. There are
no lapses in the communication. For content, 6 marks are awarded.

Quality of language

This piece of work shows excellent understanding of appropriate and variety of vocabulary.
Grammatical structures are also appropriate and are highly accurate. There is clear
evidence of use of different tenses. For quality of language, 4 marks awarded.

This response is awarded 10 marks out of a possible 10 marks.
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Response B
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Commentary

Content

This is an excellent response where the candidate has communicated clearly about the
dialogue, and a lot of information is conveyed. Opinion is expressed accurately. There are
no lapses in the communication. For content, 4 marks are awarded because there is only
one opinion expressed.

Quality of language

This piece of work shows excellent understanding of appropriate and variety of vocabulary.
Grammatical structures are also appropriate and are mostly accurate. Errors are minor.
There is clear evidence of use of different tenses. For quality of language, 4 marks awarded.

This response is awarded 8 marks out of a possible 10 marks.

oxfordaga.com

Copyright © 2026 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved. 6



INTERNATIONAL GCSE URDU (9264)
EXAMPLE RESPONSES - PAPER 2 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

Questions 3

Question 3 tests students’ ability to articulate ideas, opinions and information for a range of
purposes and audiences. It tests their ability to use appropriate vocabulary and grammar to
write a letter or an email.

o BN e el S calia bl S JsSl
hai e e dsSal Gpdl S oI ha by die ) S Jais

o & aslad (S DS i
[15 marks]
Mark scheme

Question 3 AO3

For this question, students are required to write a letter or an email. The response will be
assessed for Content (9 marks) and Quality of language (6 marks), as specified in the
criteria below. The student is expected to produce approximately 90-100 words over the
whole question. The number of words is approximate and you must mark all work
produced by the student.

[15 marks]
Content

Level | Marks | Response

An excellent response which is almost always relevant and which
3 7-9 | conveys a lot of information. Communication is mostly clear with
few ambiguities. Opinions are expressed and justified.

A good response which is generally relevant with some information
2 4-6 | conveyed. Communication is usually clear but there are some
ambiguities. Opinions are expressed and may be justified.

A basic response which is of limited relevance with little information
conveyed. Communication is sometimes clear but there may be

1 1-3 | instances where messages break down. An opinion may be
expressed.

0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1.

Quality of language

Level | Marks | Response

A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex structures

3 5-6 and sentences are attempted. There are references to at least two
frames, which are largely successful. Errors are mainly minor.
Some more serious errors may occur, particularly in complex
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INTERNATIONAL GCSE URDU (9264)
EXAMPLE RESPONSES - PAPER 2 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

structures and sentences, but the intended meaning is nearly
always clear. The style and register are appropriate.

Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may be
some attempt at complex structures and sentences. There are
references to at least two different time frames, although these

2 3-4 may not always be successful. There may be some major errors,
and more frequent minor errors, but overall the response is more
accurate than inaccurate and the intended meaning is usually
clear. The style and register may not always be appropriate

The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or
inappropriate to the needs of the task. Sentences are mainly short

1 1-2 and simple or may not be properly constructed. There may be
frequent major and minor errors. Little or no awareness of style and
register.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1.

Notes

A mark of zero for Content automatically results in a mark of zero for Quality of language,
but apart from that, the Content mark does not limit the mark for Quality of language.

INDICATIVE RESPONSE: The following indicative content is an example of the response
that students may give to this question. It demonstrates a balanced coverage of the key
points.
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Commentary

Content

An excellent response where a lot of information is conveyed, which is almost always
relevant. Communication is always clear with no lapses, and all aspects of the task are
covered. Opinions are expressed and justified. This places the work at level 3 and the top
mark 9 is awarded.

Quality of language

There is good variety of language and good attempt at complex structures. There are
references to two-time frames, which are always successful and accurate. The style and
register are appropriate. This places the work at level 3 and a mark of 6 is awarded.

This response is awarded 15 marks out of a possible 15 marks.

Response B
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Commentary
Content

An excellent response where a lot of information is conveyed, which is almost always
relevant. Communication is always clear with no lapses, and all aspects of the task is
covered. Opinions are expressed and justified. This places the work at level 3 and the
middle mark 8 is awarded.

Quality of language
There is good variety of language and also good attempt at complex structures. There are
references to one-time frame, which are always successful and highly accurate. The style

and register are appropriate. This places the work at level 1 and a mark of 2 is awarded
because only one time frame is used.

This response is awarded 10 marks out of a possible 15 marks.

oxfordaga.com

Copyright © 2026 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved. 9



INTERNATIONAL GCSE URDU (9264)
EXAMPLE RESPONSES - PAPER 2 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

Questions 4

Question 4 tests students’ ability to express and justify their opinions by using a range of
vocabulary and grammar structures. This question requires students to produce an extended
response that presents facts and expresses detailed opinions.

Answer either Question 4.1 or Question 4.2.

You must not answer both of these questions.
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INTERNATIONAL GCSE URDU (9264)

EXAMPLE RESPONSES —

Mark scheme

PAPER 2 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

Question 4 AO3

Content

For this question students are required to produce extended response that presents facts and
expresses ideas and opinions. There are four compulsory bullet points, which are assessed
for Content (9 marks) and Quality of language (6 marks), as specified in the criteria below.
The student is expected to produce approximately 100-120 words over the whole question.
The number of words is approximate and you must mark all work produced by the student.

[15 marks]

Level | Marks

Response

An excellent response which is almost always relevant and which
conveys a lot of information. Communication is mostly clear with few
ambiguities. Opinions are expressed and justified.

A good response which is generally relevant with some information
conveyed. Communication is usually clear but there are some
ambiguities. Opinions are expressed and may be justified.

A basic response which is of limited relevance with little information
conveyed. Communication is sometimes clear but there may be
instances where messages break down. An opinion may be
expressed.

The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1.

Quality of language

Level | Marks

Response

A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex structures and
sentences are attempted. There are references to at least two time
frames, which are largely successful. Errors are mainly minor. Some
more serious errors may occur, particularly in complex structures and
sentences, but the intended meaning is nearly always clear. The style
and register are appropriate.

Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may be some
attempt at complex structures and sentences. There are references to
at least two different time frames, although these may not always be
successful. There may be some major errors, and more frequent
minor errors, but overall the response is more accurate than
inaccurate and the intended meaning is usually clear. The style and
register may not always be appropriate

The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or
inappropriate to the needs of the task. Sentences are mainly short
and simple or may not be properly constructed. There may be
frequent major and minor errors. Little or no awareness of style and
register.
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EXAMPLE RESPONSES - PAPER 2 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1.

Notes

A mark of zero for Content automatically results in a mark of zero for Quality of language, but
apart from that, the Content mark does not limit the mark for Quality of language.

Indicative Response: The following indicative content is an example of the response that
students may give to this question. It demonstrates a balanced coverage of the compulsory

bullet points.

Question

Indicative content
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Question 4.1

Response A
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Commentary

Content

This is an excellent response which is consistently relevant. Opinions are expressed
frequently and are justified. Communication is always clear with no ambiguities. As a lot of the
information is conveyed by covering all four bullet points and developing them, this places the
work at level 3 (6 — 9 marks) and a top mark of 9 would be awarded.

Quality of language

In this response, a variety of appropriate vocabulary is used, for example different persons of
the verb, different ways of expressing opinions and there are always attempts at complexity
of language and structure. There is successful use of infinitive constructions, use of
pronouns and use of all three-time frames which is always successful. This places the work
at level 3 and is awarded 6 top marks.

This response is awarded 15 marks out of a possible 15 marks.
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Response B
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Commentary

Content

This is a very good response with a lot of relevant information conveyed. The candidate has
communicated clearly, and the response is always relevant. The candidate has also
expressed opinions with reasons. The work best matches the criteria for the award of marks
at level 3 and is awarded the top mark 9.

Quality of language

Vocabulary is appropriate to the needs of the task and there are always attempts at complex
language, and these are always successful. The candidate has used 2 tenses successfully.
The piece fits the Level 3 descriptor at the top mark 6 in the band is more appropriate.

This response is awarded 15 marks out 15.

Question 4.2

Response A
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-0 Jeldi ol Aliiaie e (S iy gl (G i atlas

Wlse S JB55, b S ole mlad s om0 b (S Gy Dpslaialine S _aila _Scuje (e psn S
05alS (A 5l K (S o 5 M B agaan 10 med () o R Ll S (S gl i ) S lay
& Sew g Jladi i o plen ) (& Sla T (oS il e G 2 e iiise 55 8 Gl s e

&Jwﬁéﬁ%dh&)\)ﬂ\éﬁumc_ﬁ)mhaj,\.i_\‘ggsu#:';)s‘ﬂjbjsee\ @%uﬁéﬂhw\a‘)b\@m

sl (S 58 ) O lamoslsn cusatisa o) (aD e Sl GRTIE AN (e Sl
- pAT AN (5 e e (S sl m ) o Ly Sl

oxfordaga.com

Copyright © 2026 Oxford International AQA Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved. 14



INTERNATIONAL GCSE URDU (9264)
EXAMPLE RESPONSES - PAPER 2 (ADDITIONAL SPECIMEN)

Commentary
Content

This is a reasonable response with some relevant information conveyed. The candidate
missed the bullet point 2, and in bullet point 4 instead of using the future tense, the
candidate used present tense. In the last paragraph the candidate fails to suggest what we
should do to keep the environment clean, and tells us what they do to keep the environment
clean. The candidate has communicated clearly and the response is generally relevant.
They have also given opinions with reasons. The work best matches the criteria for the
award of marks at level 2 and is awarded the middle mark 5.

Quality of language

Vocabulary is appropriate to the needs of the task and there are some attempts at complex
language, and these are always successful. The candidate has used 2 tenses, consistently
and successfully. There are some minor errors like use of incorrect auxiliary verbs. The
piece fits the Level 3 descriptor but the lower mark 5 in the band is more appropriate.

This response is awarded 10 marks out of a possible 15 marks.

Response B
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Commentary
Content

This is a response where communication is always clear but not always relevant. Opinions are
expressed frequently and are justified. As a lot of the information is conveyed by covering two-
three bullet points and developing them, this places the work at level 2 (4 — 6 marks) and a top
mark in the level of 6 would be awarded.

Quality of language

In this response, a variety of appropriate vocabulary is used, for example different persons of
the verb, different ways of expressing opinions and there are always attempts at complexity
of language and structure. There is successful use of infinitive constructions, use of
pronouns and use of two-time frames which is always successful. This places the work at
level 3 and is awarded 5 marks.

This response is awarded 11 marks out of a possible 15 marks.
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Questions 5
Question 5 tests students’ ability to show knowledge and understanding of, and respond
critically to, different aspects of the culture and society of countries where Urdu is spoken.
For this question, students are expected to express and justify individual thoughts and points
of view, to interest, inform or convince.

Answer either Question 5.1 or Question 5.2.

You must not answer both of these questions.

Jatiia p B V4e ) O+ e guinge Sl (S i3 2

Either
OT8][] Sae SIS el (S i B (e s onS S (B
oS Sy 2 S N
-cideJ.ﬁaujz\ d\.qa_u.u\

[20 marks]

Or

Of51[2] s 8 S W o ) (o o e (S ey i LS
o S dany s aaa S YAS
-g‘djjj"'.éu)z’ d\.‘u:u.u\

[20 marks]

Mark scheme

Question 5 AO4

For this question, students are expected to express and justify individual thoughts and points
of view, in order to interest, inform or convince. The response will be assessed for Content
(12 marks) and Quality of language (8 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The student
is expected to produce approximately 150-170 words over the whole question. The number
of words is approximate and you must mark all work produced by the student.

[20 marks]

Content
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Level

Marks

Response

10-12

An excellent response which is fully relevant and detailed, conveying
a lot of information. Communication is clear with little or no
ambiguity. Excellent justification that successfully uses the issues,
themes and the cultural and social contexts of the topic.

7-9

A good response which is almost always relevant and which conveys
quite a lot of information. Communication is mostly clear but there
are a few ambiguities. Effective justification that is generally
successful in using the issues, themes and the cultural and social
contexts of the topic.

A reasonable response which is generally relevant with some
information conveyed. Communication is usually clear but there are
some ambiguities. Satisfactory justification with a reasonable
attempt at using the issues, themes and the cultural and social
contexts of the topic.

1-3

A basic response which is of limited relevance with little information
conveyed. Communication is sometimes clear but there may be
instances where messages break down. Limited justification that
lacks coherence.

The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1.

Quality of language

Level

Marks

Response

7-8

A wide variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex
structures and sentences are successfully attempted. There are
references to three time frames, which are successful. Any errors
are minor, and the intended meaning is clear. The style and register
are consistently appropriate.

5-6

A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex structures and
sentences are attempted. There are references to at least two time
frames, which are largely successful. Errors are mainly minor. Some
more serious errors may occur, particularly in complex structures
and sentences, but the intended meaning is nearly always clear.
The style and register are appropriate.

3-4

Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may be some
attempt at complex structures and sentences. There are references
to at least two different time frames, although these may not always
be successful. There may be some major errors, and more frequent
minor errors, but overall the response is more accurate than
inaccurate and the intended meaning is usually clear. The style and
register may not always be appropriate

The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or
inappropriate to the needs of the task. Sentences are mainly short
and simple or may not be properly constructed. There may be
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frequent major and minor errors. Little or no awareness of style and
register.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1.

Notes
A mark of zero for Content automatically results in a mark of zero for Quality of language,
but apart from that, the Content mark does not limit the mark for Quality of language.

Question Indicative content
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Question 5.1

Response A
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Commentary

Content

This is a well-structured piece of writing that is fully relevant conveying a lot of information. In
the response communication is always clear without any ambiguity. There is evidence that
the candidate has taken a clear stance on the issue by giving examples and narrating facts,
expanding on opposing views, and concluding with a strong summary that reinforces the
stance. This places the work at level 4 (10 — 12 marks) and a top mark of 12 would be
awarded.

Quality of language

In this response, a variety of appropriate vocabulary is used, for example different persons of
the verb, different ways of expressing opinions and there are always attempts at complexity
of language and structure. There is successful use of three-time frames which is always
successful. This places the work at level 4 and is awarded 8 marks.

This response is awarded 20 marks out of a possible 20 marks.
Response B
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Commentary

Content

This response demonstrates that the candidate has taken a clear stance and supported it
with relevant examples. Communication is always clear and a lot of information is conveyed,
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which is always relevant. Good justifications that successfully use the issues, themes and
the cultural and social contexts of the topic. This places the work at level 4 and is awarded
12 top marks.

Quality of language

In this response, a variety of appropriate vocabulary is used, for example different ways of
expressing opinions and there are always attempts at complexity of language and structure.
There is successful use of two-time frames which is always successful. This places the work
at level 3 and is awarded 6 marks.

This response is awarded 18 marks out of a possible 20 marks.

Question 5.2

Response A
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Commentary

This is an excellent piece of writing conveying a lot of information about both aspects of the
task. In the response communication is always clear and always relevant. There is evidence
that the candidate has taken a strong stance on the issue by giving examples and narrating
facts, expanding on opposing views, and concluding with a summary that reinforces the
stance. This places the work at level 4 (10 — 12 marks) and a top mark of 12 would be
awarded.

Quality of language

In this response, a variety of appropriate vocabulary is used, for example different ways of
expressing opinions and there are always attempts at complexity of language and structure.
There is successful use of three-time frames which is always successful. This places the
work at level 4 and is awarded 8 marks.

This response is awarded 20 marks out of a possible 20 marks.
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Response B
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Commentary

Content

This is a reasonable response which is generally relevant with a lot of information conveyed.
However, most of response covers the importance of university education instead of
comparing it with a technical education. Communication is usually clear there are no
ambiguities. There is satisfactory justification with a reasonable attempt at using the issues.
Therefore, this piece of writing can be awarded a middle mark in level 3 of 8 marks.

Quality of language

Although a variety of appropriate vocabulary is used and complex structures and sentences
are attempted, only one time frame is used. Therefore, this response cannot be awarded
more than 2 marks (level 1) for quality of language.

This response is awarded 10 marks out of a possible 20 marks.
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