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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year’'s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination
paper.

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from oxfordagaexams.org.uk

Copyright information

OxfordAQA retains the copyright on all its publications. However, registered schools/colleges for OxfordAQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for
their own internal use, with the following important exception: OxfordAQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is
acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within the centre.

Copyright © 2026 OxfordAQA International Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.
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Grammar, Language Usage and Reading Comprehension
General principles of marking

Non-verbal answers
Follow the mark scheme as set out.

Verbal answers

1. The basic principle of assessment is that students should gain credit for what they know, understand
and can do; provided their written response communicates the required message without ambiguity, it
will get the mark. Marks awarded are always whole marks, not in fractions. The following guidance
should be borne in mind when marking.

(a) Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly and without
ambiguity. With an exception in Section A, where accuracy of grammar is assessed, a separate
assessment of spelling, punctuation and grammar is not required because of the nature of the
answers. However, these aspects are an integral part of assessing communication and marks
cannot be awarded where errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar lead to a failure to
communicate the required information without ambiguity.

(b) Where a student has given alternatives or additional information in an answer, the following
criteria should be applied: —if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea/makes it
ambiguous, accept —If the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous,
reject.

(c) Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should be given
for correct answers, no matter which line they appear on.

2. In questions where students are asked to give, for example, three details, only the first three details
they write down should be considered for assessment purposes.

3. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers. When in doubt, look for the key idea.

4. Where a student has crossed out an answer and what was underneath remains legible, then it should
be marked. When part of an answer is crossed out, then only what remains should be considered.

5. .../... means that these are acceptable alternative answers in the mark scheme. (.....) means that this
information is not needed for full marks to be awarded.

6. The following general principles should be applied in relation to answers in the target language in
Section B:

Incorrect personal pronouns — accept (unless this causes ambiguity)

Incorrect possessive adjectives — accept (unless this causes ambiguity)

Wrong gender — accept (unless this causes ambiguity)

Infinitive — will normally communicate without ambiguity, so should be accepted

Wrong tense — accept as long as student comprehension is not in question

Minor spelling errors — accept as long as the answer is understandable with no ambiguity.

Tmoow>
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Level of response marking instructions

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level.

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme.

Step 1 Determine a level

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer
meets the descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that
might be seen in the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next
one and decide if it meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor
and the answer. With practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to
quickly skip through the lower levels of the mark scheme.

When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick
holes in small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as
the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use
a best fit approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide
the mark within the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4
material it would be placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the
level 4 content.

Step 2 Determine a mark

Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate
marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. There will be
an answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme.
This answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’s
answer with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example.
You can then use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’'s mark on the
example.

You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and
assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate.

Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme.

An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks.
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Section A
Notes
Question Answer Total
marks
1.1
AO1 =1
(S 1
1.2
AO1 =1
Sfffy 1
1.3
AO1 =1
1
14 E
AO1 =1
ERIR] 1
1.5
AO1 =1
St 1
1.6
AO1 =1
; Notes
Question Answer Total
02 marks
1
A 7 (31\9 G )
AO1 =1
1
B 2 (AT
AO1 =1
1
c 5 (F8%9)
( AO1 =1
1
D 4 (o)

AO1 =1
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Question 03

Marking principles Marks

A grammatically correct sentence, transformed as directed, included all key words 2
without any ambiguity and spelling errors.

A grammatically correct sentence, transformed as directed, is missing a key word, 1
although the message remains clear and 1/2 spelling errors are present that do not
prevent communication.

A grammatically incorrect sentence where the direction of sentence transformation is 0
not followed, or the meaning is not conveyed.

Question Answer r-nr::zls Notes
31 s w913 WAt w2 T 11 or similar 2
AO1=2
39 o7 &5 938 @2 Fieis S A or similar 2
AO1=2
23 s RPFIRTCrE SIIel fCe #fSre F=1cemi or similar 2
AO1=2
24 92 Al TWNUF G =11 or similar 2
AO1=2
35 TS (et FACeT O SICeT Frwa #{1td1 or similar 2
AO1=2
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Section B
Question Answer Total Notes
marks
04
3
et A,DF In any order
AO1=3
e 3
B,H,Q In any order
AO1=3
e 3
h C.K,M In any order
AO1=3
1
SESIE] P
AO1=1
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Total

Question Key idea marks Notes

o IR oWl (1) 3
05.1 o (CE) e (1)

o (VL) FralE 2o el (1)| AO1=3

o e el we e AT IR (1)

o Ffaw Ifaat pray oy wEeR e ke wwee (1) 5
05.2 AT/ ST FIC AT

o TRRRIOIE F1E F0F TR FE @ e EReEE (1) | A0T=3

RICICECEg |

o IIEF ARCHE WM (AT (1) 3

05.3 o EiCHE A efferier 2 Faca (1)

o HATSIN AN FarASIT FIE AHC WA 2w (1) AO1=3

o Remwwofefes Mrees o o ggo v (1)
05.4 o SRR AR AT g effer v red (1)
o fEE ARTENeT Ficer bifgui e o [ferca ven (1) AO1=3

o AR ST AL (1)
05.5 ° Zﬂmm@m‘?f (1) 3
o 0T (A3 e Hage w4 st (1)

AO1=3
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. . Total
Question Key idea marks Notes
1
06.1 o TS (TN *MafS/2® T comalf
AO1 =1
1
06.2 o Jfare o @ity A
AO1 =1
1
06.3 o I3 ZGCHA (5T HBR THAOR IFp R0y 4wy
AO1 =1
o ~ 1
4 o I3 ALY DBL-SRA FICO FCol/Te ST (IR (B8l
06. FACO 09T
AO1 =1
o oRfiew Mren @ Afire IRTR/fET 72T RO 1
06.5 R FHCS 20, g RO
AO1 =1
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Section C
. Total
Question Answer marks

For this question, students are expected to express and justify individual

thoughts and points of view, in order to interest, inform, convince,

persuade or describe.

The guided writing responses will be assessed for Content (10 marks) and

Quality of language (15 marks), as specified in the criteria below.

Students are expected to write approximately 200 words per question but,

provided the task is completed, the number of words is not important. The

number of words is approximate, and you will mark all work produced by

the student.

Content

Level | Marks | Response
5 9-10 ¢ An excellent response which is fully relevant and
detailed, conveying a lot of information.
Communication is clear with little or no ambiguity.
Excellent justification that successfully uses the
issues, themes and the cultural and social contexts of
the topic.
4 7-8 e A good response which is almost always relevant, and

which conveys quite a lot of information.

¢ Communication is mostly clear but there are a few 25

07 ambiguities.

e Effective justification that is generally successful in AO2 =25
using the issues, themes and the cultural and social
contexts of the topic.

3 5-6 o A competent response that is mostly relevant and
conveys an adequate amount of information.

¢ Communication is generally clear, though there are
noticeable ambiguities or areas of vagueness.

o Justification is reasonably effective, showing some
success in addressing the issues, themes, and the
cultural and social contexts of the topic.

2 3-4 e A reasonable response which is generally relevant
with some information conveyed.

¢ Communication is usually clear but there are some
ambiguities.

e Satisfactory justification with a reasonable attempt at
using the issues, themes and the cultural and social
contexts of the topic.

1 1-2 e A basic response which is of limited relevance with
little information conveyed.

¢ Communication is sometimes clear but there may be
instances where messages break down.

¢ Limited justification that lacks coherence.

10
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| | 0 | The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1.

Quality of language

Level | Marks | Response

5 13 -15 | A wide variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex
structures and sentences are successfully attempted.
There are references to three-time frames, which are
successful. Any errors are minor, and the intended
meaning is clear. The style and register are consistently
appropriate.

4 10 - 12 | A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex
structures and sentences are attempted. There are
references to at least two-time frames, which are largely
successful. Errors are mainly minor. Some more serious
errors may occur, particularly in complex structures and
sentences, but the intended meaning is nearly always
clear. The style and register are appropriate.

3 7-9 A reasonable variety of appropriate vocabulary is used.
There is some success in attempting complex structures
and sentences. References to at least two-time frames are
made, though with varying success. Errors, both minor
and major, occur but do not impede overall understanding.
The style and register are generally appropriate, though
inconsistent at times.

2 4-6 Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There
may be some attempt at complex structures and
sentences. There are references to at least two different
time frames, although these may not always be
successful. There may be some major errors, and more
frequent minor errors, but overall, the response is more
accurate than inaccurate, and the intended meaning is
usually clear. The style and register may not always be
appropriate.

1 1-3 The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or
inappropriate to the needs of the task. Sentences are
mainly short and simple or may not be properly
constructed. There may be frequent major and minor
errors. Little or no awareness of style and register.

0 The language produced does not meet the standard
required for Level 1.

Note:

A mark of zero for Content automatically results in a mark of zero for
Quality of language, but apart from that, the Content mark does not limit
the mark for Quality of language.

1"



MARK SCHEME — INTERNATIONAL GCSE BANGLA — 9268 — SPECIMEN

Indicative

content for each question in Section C

Question

Answer

Total
marks

07.1

WA FCAT frgiet onest i cotsiia Ighe [T SA1RIte (Uit fHIcy feed STisiaid ST =Y =1
CFCARCE, (1R o1 e @F b 915 et

(O Trar AR o (I ARICE IR B FACT

o O, AP, WG S Sy 4G W1y (N6 e’ B
T

o TS MR Gy AT O B FCA

o I, (G a1 R BB 6

o I Gl L FHCET

o T SRIG G FAPISIE Gy BIAI 412G (FCT 0 FCeT

o (T8 FICH AT AT

EESITSKIm) o SINCO ANCO3 2SR JRACET 25T S (5T oI
o DRMCE FAMI /I /AE (T et

o CIRISCETE I *C (0N (et

o ST W ToHFCH MR &) Gl e

o I P (I FACT

o IR (HICET UCH Y T 961 ST Goren

o IFGH(F T TS AT SPICO (AT

ICERIACERZIEaR o IOFO A 2@
o I A

o AN A I AR A

o SHIICH HANCERT AT batt

o (VRIS B AL Tl

o ¥ oI, BF I CFICHT FI 92 4l
o AN 8 URIF ALTH 4l

Note:
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.

25

AO2 =25

12
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Question

Answer

Total
marks

07.2

SRIMICRE 9D S TMISIR @ (I (SN S ST (XS T R (TR (13

SRl (TRl

SICol WIS AL | o

TSR = el
91, Ao, A6 T 2T PO e

M, (Ge, BfS St Moo 727 11
CTR1EFS @ afsgy 71

OO RS) S Tl

gt wfwi tofz w41

IO G MYSIA (¥ G2 | @
JRE A

TR AL, P @ R« Secafer a1 g o & ez
SAIGs CReCel M Secafer a1 i orap (¥ e
CICAET2 @ BIICE 33y At fomsy eyt (f¥t Al
CIRIZS (o, ST 3RS S IR2A

S, Feerer 1 Rfuriercy 3ecafer st aei

0, o, FRT 91 SIS0 SRG S IR2E

fofte @ 3HOE 32 & ot IzH

SRS VOO ] B AOCAT | o
G )] NP

i ool I T

IS (I IS T SIS

eifSraifaret, B, F3, Coff I SeT2 ABGIRER MG
YS! G T4l

e, LT @ [PERUTIETCy NSRS (& (re

ey, TG, 91, (o1 @ STRRPIIZE NOSTA IRZCIY
=1

Tt REIR TSR (245 @ IS ¢ T
1

HABARIE, 2D 8 TP NS G2 H*o© T
TG 92 ST S vl

Note:

This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be

awarded marks as appropriate.

25

AO2 =25

13
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Section D
. Total

Question Answer marks

For this question, students are expected to express and justify individual

thoughts and points of view, in order to interest, inform, convince,

persuade or describe.

The functional writing responses will be assessed for Content (15 marks)

and Quality of language (10 marks), as specified in the criteria below.

Students are expected to write approximately 200 words per question but,

provided the task is completed, the number of words is not important. The

number of words is approximate, and you will mark all work produced by

the student.

Content

Level | Marks | Response
5 13-15 ¢ An excellent response which is fully relevant and
detailed, conveying a lot of information.

¢ Communication is clear with little or no ambiguity.
Excellent justification that successfully uses the
issues, themes and the cultural and social contexts
of the topic.

4 10-12 e A good response which is almost always relevant,
and which conveys quite a lot of information.

e Communication is mostly clear but there are a few 25

08 ambiguities.

o Effective justification that is generally successful in
using the issues, themes and the cultural and social AO2 =25
contexts of the topic.

3 7-9 e A competent response that is mostly relevant and
conveys an adequate amount of information.

¢ Communication is generally clear, though there are
noticeable ambiguities or areas of vagueness.

o Justification is reasonably effective, showing some
success in addressing the issues, themes, and the
cultural and social contexts of the topic.

2 4-6 e A reasonable response which is generally relevant
with some information conveyed.

¢ Communication is usually clear but there are some
ambiguities.

e Satisfactory justification with a reasonable attempt
at using the issues, themes and the cultural and
social contexts of the topic.

1 1-3 e A basic response which is of limited relevance with
little information conveyed.

¢ Communication is sometimes clear but there may
be instances where messages break down.

¢ Limited justification that lacks coherence.

14
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The content does not meet the standard required for Level
1.

Quality of language

Level

Marks

Response

5

9-10

A wide variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex
structures and sentences are successfully attempted. Any
errors are minor, and the intended meaning is clear. The
style and register are consistently appropriate.

A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex
structures and sentences are attempted. Errors are mainly
minor. Some more serious errors may occur, particularly in
complex structures and sentences, but the intended
meaning is nearly always clear. The style and register are
appropriate.

A reasonable variety of appropriate vocabulary is used.
There is some success in attempting complex structures
and sentences. Errors, both minor and major, occur but do
not impede overall understanding. The style and register are
generally appropriate, though inconsistent at times.

Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may
be some attempt at complex structures and sentences.
There may be some major errors, and more frequent minor
errors, but overall, the response is more accurate than
inaccurate, and the intended meaning is usually clear. The
style and register may not always be appropriate.

The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or
inappropriate to the needs of the task. Sentences are mainly
short and simple or may not be properly constructed. There
may be frequent major and minor errors. Little or no
awareness of style and register.

The language produced does not meet the standard
required for Level 1.

Note:

A mark of zero for Content automatically results in a mark of zero for
Quality of language, but apart from that, the Content mark does not limit
the mark for Quality of language.

15
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Indicative content for each question in Section D

Total

Question Answer
marks

AT Soofeaet Fobt AEPTIS? U RFaiba A0 ¢ Reics Jfes fmea srceTio=t e

. S
fRISICeTy Sob et ST e
A TS
eIl Ao gT

Gyl
fyCeT SR [ees 3fe:
[RERISEICERCEES) 25
ot SRR 7 AO2 =25
S 37

THIRFTR FIAZA Raer:
] 7793 FRCECH ABITHO
T G2 RIS 0K SRy
o TR

O O O e

08.1

o O O

(@)

Note:
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.

Total

Question Answer
marks

fAceena QeTi SAfaETa- AR A1ACe RaRIaicE ey 26T @@l a3 Rl ey
SCIH FCAT

o Sl

o ifivg TR @Fyg
o Y TRHLZR BFY
o TfoT R 25

o e SO AO2 = 25
o T

o fSTFTO! @ AT

o ToMLTN

08.2

Note:
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.

16
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Total

Question Answer
marks

ANTTR IZIPCH @A @ TP Ty ATAEIT S 8 e YR SO (e iz
Afaera as it Afetan=t e

o i

o IO IE

o (I (P MG eI

o (T (I SACAGT GYCH L0
o  TEHATHI TG AO2 =25
o TP I RUaer
o “rf

o ToTTN

25
08.3

Note:
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.

17



