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Syllabus matching grid – OxfordAQA International GCSE ESL Student Book 
 

This syllabus matching grid identifies which section of the OxfordAQA International GCSE English as a Second Language (ESL) syllabus each Unit in 
the Student Book maps to. It also identifies whether the Unit is relevant to the original “Extended” syllabus (9280) or just the new “core” syllabus 
(9285). Note that study of the topics identified as Core is required for the Extended syllabus also. 

 

Page Unit title Core or 
Extended? 

OxfordAQA Syllabus 
section 

Assessment 
Objectives 

Notes 

2 Theme 1 – Identity and Culture 
Unit 1 – All about me 
1.1 Me and my family 

Core  3.1.1.1, 3.2.4 S1  

3 1.2 Different families Core 3.1.1.1, 3.2.4 S1  
3 1.3 My friend Core 3.1.1.1, 3.2.4 S1  
4 Reading Non-Fiction Core 3.1.1.1, 3.2.1 R1  
6 Vocabulary Core 3.1.1.1, 3.2.1   
7 Grammar Core 3.1.1.1, 3.2.2   

10 Listening Core 3.1.1.1, 3.2.3 L1  
12 Grammar Core 3.1.1.1, 3.2.2   
14 Reading Non-Fiction Core 3.1.1.1, 3.2.1 R1  
16 Writing Core 3.1.1.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 W1, S1  
18 One Step Further Core  3.1.1.1, 

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 End of Unit extension exercises 

20 Unit 2 – Keeping in touch 
2.1 Keeping in touch 

Extended 3.1.1.2. 3.2.4 S1  

21 2.2 Mobile technology Extended 3.1.1.2. 3.2.4 S1  
21 2.3 Picturing myself Extended 3.1.1.2. 3.2.4 S1  
22 Reading Non-Fiction Extended 3.1.1.2, 3.2.1 R1  
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24 Grammar Extended 3.1.1.2, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
28 Listening Extended 3.1.1.2. 3.2.3 L1  
30 Punctuation Extended 3.1.1.2,  3.2.2 W3  
32 Reading Non-Fiction Extended 3.1.1.2, 3.2.1 R1  
34 Writing Extended 3.1.1.2, 3.2.2 W1  
36 One Step Further Extended 3.1.1.2,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 3.2. 
R1, W1, S1 End of Unit extension exercises 

38 Unit 3 – Free-time activities 
3.1 Outdoor activities 

Core 3.1.1.3. 3.2.4 S1  

39 3.2 Sports and hobbies Core 3.1.1.3. 3.2.4 S1  
39 3.3 My hobby Core 3.1.1.3. 3.2.4 S1  
40 Reading Non-Fiction core 3.1.1.3. 3.2.1 R1  
42 Grammar Core 3.1.1.3. 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
46 Listening Core 3.1.1.3. 3.2.3 L1  
48 Grammar Core 3.1.1.3. 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
50 Reading Fiction Core 3.1.1.3. 3.2.1 R1  
52 Writing to explain Core 3.1.1.3. 3.2.2 W1, W2  
54 One Step Further Core  3.1.1.2,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 End of Unit extension exercises 

56 Theme 2 – Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 
Unit 4 – Where I live 
4.1 My home  

Core  3.1.2.1, 3,2.4 S2  

56 4.2 My neighbourhood Core  3.1.2.1, 3.2.4 S2  
58 Reading Non-Fiction Core 3.1.2.1, 3.2.1 R2  
60 Grammar Core 3.1.2.1, 3.2.2   
62 Listening Core 3.1.2.1, 3.2.3, 3.2.4 L2  
64 Vocabulary Core 3.1.2.1, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
66 Reading Non-Fiction Core 3.1.2.1, 3.2.1 R2  
68 Writing to describe Core 3.1.2.1, 3.2.2 W2  
70 One Step Further Core  3.1.2.1,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 End of Unit extension exercises 
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72 Unit 5 – Social issues 
5.1 Keeping healthy 

Core  3.1.2.2, 3.2.4 S1, S2  

73 5.2 Fun runs Core 3.1.2.2, 3.2.4 S1. S2  
73 5.3 Volunteering and charity work Core 3.1.2.2, 3.2.4 S1, S2  
74 Reading Non-Fiction Core 3.1.2.2, 3.2.1. 3.2.2 R2  
76 Grammar Core 3.1.2.2, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
78 Listening Core 3.1.2.2, 3.2.3, 3.2.4 L2, L4  
80 Vocabulary Core 3.1.2.2, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
82 Reading Non-Fiction Core 3.1.2.2, 3.2.1, 3.2.2 R2, R3  
84 Writing to persuade Core  3.1.2.2, 3.2.2 W2, W4  
86 One step Further Core  3.1.2.2,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 End of Unit extension exercises 

88 Unit 6 – Global issues 
6.1 Natural disasters 

Extended 3.1.2.3, 3.2.4 S2  

88 6.2 Why are there more natural 
disasters now? 

Extended 3.1.2.3, 3.2.4 S2  

89 6.3 More global issues Extended 3.1.2.3, 3.2.4 S2  
90 Listening Extended 3.1.2.3, 3.2.3 L2  
92 Grammar Extended 3.1.2.3, 3.2.2   
96 Reading Non-Fiction Extended 3.1.2.3, 3.2.1 R2  
98 Grammar Extended 3.1.2.3, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   

100 Reading Non-Fiction Extended 3.1.2.3, 3.2.1 R2  
102 Writing to argue a point of view Extended 3.1.2.3, 3.2.2 W2, W4  
104 One Step Further Extended 3.1.2.3,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 End of Unit extension exercises 

106 Unit 7 – Travel and tourism 
7.1 Transport 

Core 3.1.2.4, 3.2.4 S2, S3  

107 7.2 Going on holiday Core  3.1.2.4, 3.2.4 S2, S3  
107 7.3 My dream holiday Core 3.1.2.4, 3.2.4 S2, S3  
108 Listening Core 3.1.2.4, 3.2.3 L3  
110 Grammar Core 3.1.2.4, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
114 Reading Non-Fiction Core 3.1.2.4, 3.2.1 R2  
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116 Grammar Core 3.1.2.4, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
118 Reading Non-Fiction Core  3.1.2.4, 3.2.1 R2, R3  
120 Writing Core  3.1.2.4, 3.2.1 W2, W3  
122 One Step Further Core  3.1.2.4,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 End of Unit extension exercises 

124 Theme 3 – Current and future study and 
employment 
Unit 8 – My studies 
 8.1 Places where people learn 

Core 3.1.3.1, 3.2.4 S3  

124  8.2 My home country Core 3.1.3.1, 3.2.4 S3  
125 8.3 Play your part Core 3.1.3.1, 3.2.4 S3  
126 Listening Core 3.1.3.1, 3.2.3 L2, L3  
128 Grammar Core 3.1.3.1, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
130 Vocabulary Core  3.1.3.1, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
132 Reading Non-Fiction Core  3.1.3.1, 3.2.1 L1, L3  
134 Grammar Core 3.1.3.1, 3.2.1, 3.2.2   
136 Reading Non-Fiction Core  3.1.3.1, 3.2.1 R3  
138 Writing Core  3.1.3.1, 3.2.2 W2, W4  
140 One Step Further Core  3.1.3.1,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 End of Unit extension exercises 

142 Unit 9 – Life at school 
9.1 Learn some idioms 

Core 3.1.3.2, 3.2.4 S3  

142 9.2 First day memories Core 3.1.3.2, 3.2.4 S3  
143 9.3 My first memory of school Core 3.1.3.2, 3.2.4 S3  
144 Reading Non-Fiction Core 3.1.3.2, 3.2.1 R3  
146 Punctuation Core  3.1.3.2, 3.2.1. 3.2.2 W3  
150 Listening Core  3.1.3.2, 3.2.3, 3.2.4 L2, L4  
152 Spelling Core  3.1.3.2, 3.2.2   
154 Reading Non-Fiction Core  3.1.3.2, 3.2.1 R3, R4  
156 Formal writing Core  3.1.3.2, 3.2.2 W2, W3  
158 One Step Further Core  3.1.3.2,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 End of Unit extension exercises 
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160 Unit 10 – Education post-16 
10.1 Our choices 16-18 

Core 3.1.3.3, 3.2.4  S3, S4  

161 10.2 Expectations Core 3.1.3.3, 3.2.4 S3.S4  
161 10.3 Lifelong learning Core 3.1.3.3, 3.2.4 S3, S4  
162 Reading Non-Fiction Core  3.1.3.3, 3.2.1 R2, R4  
164 Grammar Core  3.1.3.3, 3.2.1. 3.2.2   
168 Listening Core  3.1.3.3, 3.2.3 L4  
170 Grammar Core  3.1.3.3, 3.2.1. 3.2.2   
171 Punctuation Core  3.1.3.3, 3.2.2 W3  
172 Reading Non-Fiction Core  3.1.3.3, 3.2.1 R2, R4  
174 Writing Core  3.1.3.3, 3.2.2 W4  
176 One Step Further Core  3.1.3.3,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 
 

End of Unit extension exercises 

178 Unit 11 – Jobs. career choices and 
ambitions 
11.1 What I’ve done 

Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.4  S3, S4  

178 11.2 My strengths and weaknesses Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.4 S3, S4  
179 11.3 Which career Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.4 S3, S4  
180 Reading Non-Fiction Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.1 R2, R4  
182 Grammar Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4   
183 Punctuation Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.4 W3  
184 Listening Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.3 L4  
186 Punctuation Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.2, 3.2.4  W3  
188 Reading Non-Fiction Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.1 R2, R4  
190 Writing Extended 3.1.3.4, 3.2.2 W4  
192 One Step Further Extended 3.1.3.4,  

3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.4 
 End of Unit extension exercises 

194 Exam preparation 
Practice papers 
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