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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination
paper.
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Question Answer Total marks
01 Define what is meant by ‘diaspora’. 2
2 marks: Accurate and precise definition of diaspora, including a clear AO1=2

characteristic, e.g. when a group of people are dispersed around the world,
away from their homeland

1 mark: Partial or underdeveloped definition, showing some understanding
but lacking clarity or detail, e.g. people migrating to another country.

0 marks: No relevant points.

Note: this indicative content is not exhaustive. Other creditworthy responses
should be awarded marks as appropriate.
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Question

Answer

Total marks

02

Explain some of the reasons why health has improved globally.

Level

Marks

Level descriptors

4

7-8

Comprehensive and detailed knowledge of the issue in
the question, showing clear understanding of key
concepts (AO1).

Well-developed analysis which is supported and directed
to the issue in the question (AO3).

5-6

Reasonable knowledge of the issue in the question,
showing some understanding of key concepts but lacking
clarity of detail or depth in places (AO1).

Relevant analysis but not fully developed or lacking
depth in places (AO3).

3-4

Some knowledge of the issue in the question, showing
limited depth. May state or identify key concepts with
little development (AO1).

Some attempt at analysis, but it may be vague or
generalised (AO3).

Limited knowledge, with minimal reference to the issue in
the question or understanding of key concepts (AO1).

Little or no analysis (AO3).

No relevant knowledge, understanding or analysis.

Possible answers include:

Note: this indicative content is not exhaustive. Other creditworthy responses

improvements in diet, sanitation and clean water supplies
treatment of infectious diseases e.g. antibiotics

inoculations against diseases

improvements in health care services e.g. more and better health
centres and staff

advances in tackling neglected tropical diseases

health seen as a priority by governments

greater knowledge of healthy living (e.g. avoiding tobacco, importance

of exercise)
role of NGOs in developing countries

should be awarded marks as appropriate

AO1=4
AO2 =4
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Question

Answer

Total marks

03

Evaluate sociological explanations for increases in international
migration.

Level

Marks

Level descriptors

4

16 - 20

Comprehensive and detailed knowledge and
understanding of sociological theories, studies, concepts
and/or perspectives (AO1).

Well-developed application and interpretation of societal
examples. Clear and consistent links are made to the
question and supported (AO2).

Critical and sustained evaluation with strong analysis of
perspectives and effective comparison of arguments,
leading to well-reasoned and justified judgements (AO3).

11-15

Reasonable knowledge and understanding of
sociological theories, studies, concepts and/or
perspectives, covering most key ideas in good depth
(AO1).

Relevant application and interpretation with good use of
societal examples, though some points may lack depth,
precision or direct links to the question (AO2).

Mostly developed evaluation and analysis, considering
multiple viewpoints. Evaluation may show less depth or
support in places, leading to judgements that may show
imbalance (AO3).

Some knowledge and understanding of sociological
theories, studies, concepts and/or perspectives, showing
some depth (AO1).

Some relevant application and interpretation, with some
use of societal examples to support points which may be
brief or only partially developed (AO2).

Evaluation and analysis are attempted but lack depth,
balance, or a strong argument (AO3).

Limited knowledge and understanding of sociological
theories, studies, concepts and/or perspectives (AO1).

Limited application and interpretation. Little to no use of
relevant societal examples to support points which may
be vague or generalised (AO2).

Little to no evaluation and/or analysis. Mostly descriptive,
with little critical assessment or exploration of alternative
perspectives (AO3).

No relevant knowledge, understanding or analysis.

20

AO1=6
AO2=7
AO3 =7
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Possible answers include:

push and pull factors in migration

war, conflict and disasters

climate crisis

improvements in global travel

refugees

economic migrants — study and work in other countries

diasporas leading to global family, friendship and community networks
feminisation of migration

unequal distribution of economic and political power globally

Note: this indicative content is not exhaustive. Other creditworthy responses
should be awarded marks as appropriate.
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Question

Answer

Total marks

04

Evaluate the view that globalisation is creating a single global culture.

Level

Marks

Level descriptors

4

16 - 20

Comprehensive and detailed knowledge and
understanding of sociological theories, studies, concepts
and/or perspectives (AO1).

Well-developed application and interpretation of societal
examples. Clear and consistent links are made to the
question and supported (AO2).

Critical and sustained evaluation with strong analysis of
perspectives and effective comparison of arguments,
leading to well-reasoned and justified judgements (AO3).

11-15

Reasonable knowledge and understanding of
sociological theories, studies, concepts and/or
perspectives, covering most key ideas in good depth
(AO1).

Relevant application and interpretation with good use of
societal examples, though some points may lack depth,
precision or direct links to the question (AO2).

Mostly developed evaluation and analysis, considering
multiple viewpoints. Evaluation may show less depth or
support in places, leading to judgements that may show
imbalance (AO3).

Some knowledge and understanding of sociological
theories, studies, concepts and/or perspectives, showing
some depth (AO1).

Some relevant application and interpretation, with some
use of societal examples to support points which may be
brief or only partially developed (AO2).

Evaluation and analysis are attempted but lack depth,
balance, or a strong argument (AO3).

Limited knowledge and understanding of sociological
theories, studies, concepts and/or perspectives (AO1).

Limited application and interpretation. Little to no use of
relevant societal examples to support points which may
be vague or generalised (AO2).

Little to no evaluation and/or analysis. Mostly descriptive,
with little critical assessment or exploration of alternative
perspectives (AO3).

No relevant knowledge, understanding or analysis.

20

AO1=6
AO2=7
AO3 =7
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Possible answers include:

e cultural imperialism — homogenisation through spread of
Western/American culture

global information and communication systems

transformationalist views — emergence of hybrid and third cultures
flows of culture — one-way, two-way, multi directional, reverse flows
rejection of cultural globalisation and assertions of ‘local’ cultures
aspects of culture such as sport, tourism, food, fashion, religion
roles of transnational corporations, advertising and consumerism

Note: this indicative content is not exhaustive. Other creditworthy responses
should be awarded marks as appropriate.




