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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant 
questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the 
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in 
this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’ 
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.  
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts.  Alternative 
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for.  If, after the 
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are 
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination 
paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from oxfordaqaexams.org.uk 
 
 
  

 
 
Copyright information 
 
OxfordAQA retains the copyright on all its publications.  However, registered schools/colleges for OxfordAQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for 
their own internal use, with the following important exception:  OxfordAQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is 
acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within the centre. 
 
Copyright © 2026 OxfordAQA International Examinations and its licensors.  All rights reserved. 
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Question Answer Total marks 

01 Define what is meant by ‘conspicuous consumption’. 

2 marks: Accurate and precise definition of conspicuous consumption, 
including a clear characteristic, e.g. using goods or services to convey 
belonging to a privileged group 

1 mark: Partial or underdeveloped definition, showing some understanding 
but lacking clarity or detail, e.g. showing off 

0 marks: No relevant points. 

Note: this indicative content is not exhaustive. Other creditworthy responses 
should be awarded marks as appropriate. 

2 
 

AO1 = 2 
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Question Answer Total marks 

02 Explain some of the ways that mass transport has affected the 
environment. 

Level  Marks Level descriptors 
4 7-8 Comprehensive and detailed knowledge of the issue in 

the question, showing clear understanding of key 
concepts (AO1). 
 
Well-developed analysis which is supported and directed 
to the issue in the question (AO3). 

3 5-6 Reasonable knowledge of the issue in the question, 
showing some understanding of key concepts but lacking 
clarity of detail or depth in places (AO1). 
 
Relevant analysis but not fully developed or lacking 
depth in places (AO3). 

2 3-4 Some knowledge of the issue in the question, showing 
limited depth. May state or identify key concepts with 
little development (AO1). 
 
Some attempt at analysis, but it may be vague or 
generalised 
(AO3). 

1 1-2 Limited knowledge, with minimal reference to the issue in 
the 
question or understanding of key concepts (AO1). 
Little or no analysis (AO3). 

0 0 No relevant knowledge, understanding or analysis. 

 

Possible answers include: 

• expansion of cities – development of suburbs, satellite towns 
• destruction of natural environment for roads, railways and construction 
• increased pollution e.g. poorer air quality, carbon emissions 
• roads ‘opening up’ remote areas for mining, logging etc 
• access to nature for more people e.g. city dwellers 
• growth of tourism with associated effects on the environment 
• effects on wildlife e.g. habitat loss, disrupting migration patterns 

 
Note: this indicative content is not exhaustive. Other creditworthy responses 
should be awarded marks as appropriate 

8 
 

AO1 = 4 
AO2 = 4 
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Question Answer Total marks 

03 Evaluate sociological explanations for differences between social 
groups in access to and use of digital media. 

Level  Marks Level descriptors 
4 16 - 20 Comprehensive and detailed knowledge and 

understanding of sociological theories, studies, concepts 
and/or perspectives (AO1). 
 
Well-developed application and interpretation of societal 
examples. Clear and consistent links are made to the 
question and supported (AO2). 
 
Critical and sustained evaluation with strong analysis of 
perspectives and effective comparison of arguments, 
leading to well-reasoned and justified judgements (AO3). 

3 11 - 15 Reasonable knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories, studies, concepts and/or 
perspectives, covering most key ideas in good depth 
(AO1). 
 
Relevant application and interpretation with good use of 
societal examples, though some points may lack depth, 
precision or direct links to the question (AO2). 
 
Mostly developed evaluation and analysis, considering 
multiple viewpoints. Evaluation may show less depth or 
support in places, leading to judgements that may show 
imbalance (AO3). 

2 6 - 10 Some knowledge and understanding of sociological 
theories, studies, concepts and/or perspectives, showing 
some depth (AO1). 
 
Some relevant application and interpretation, with some 
use of societal examples to support points which may be 
brief or only partially developed (AO2). 
 
Evaluation and analysis are attempted but lack depth, 
balance, or a strong argument (AO3). 

1 1 - 5 Limited knowledge and understanding of sociological 
theories, studies, concepts and/or perspectives (AO1). 
 
Limited application and interpretation. Little to no use of 
relevant societal examples to support points which may 
be vague or generalised (AO2). 
 
Little to no evaluation and/or analysis. Mostly descriptive, 
with little critical assessment or exploration of alternative 
perspectives (AO3). 

0 0 No relevant knowledge, understanding or analysis. 

20 
 

AO1 = 6 
AO2 = 7 
AO3 = 7 
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Possible answers include: 

• age based inequalities e.g. between digital natives and digital 
immigrants 

• class based inequalities e.g. less affluent people cannot afford digital 
devices 

• gender differences e.g. greater use by women than men in using 
social media for networking and socialising 

• last mile problem – some remote and indigenous communities do not 
have access 

• restrictions on access to social and new media in some countries 
• digital media as reinforcing existing inequalities 
• digital media as empowering for some e.g. access to information, 

citizen journalism  

Note: this indicative content is not exhaustive. Other creditworthy responses 
should be awarded marks as appropriate. 
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Question Answer Total marks 

04 Evaluate the view that traditional media have a strong influence on the 
views and actions of their audiences. 

Level  Marks Level descriptors 
4 16 - 20 Comprehensive and detailed knowledge and 

understanding of sociological theories, studies, concepts 
and/or perspectives (AO1). 
 
Well-developed application and interpretation of societal 
examples. Clear and consistent links are made to the 
question and supported (AO2). 
 
Critical and sustained evaluation with strong analysis of 
perspectives and effective comparison of arguments, 
leading to well-reasoned and justified judgements (AO3). 

3 11 - 15 Reasonable knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories, studies, concepts and/or 
perspectives, covering most key ideas in good depth 
(AO1). 
 
Relevant application and interpretation with good use of 
societal examples, though some points may lack depth, 
precision or direct links to the question (AO2). 
 
Mostly developed evaluation and analysis, considering 
multiple viewpoints. Evaluation may show less depth or 
support in places, leading to judgements that may show 
imbalance (AO3). 

2 6 - 10 Some knowledge and understanding of sociological 
theories, studies, concepts and/or perspectives, showing 
some depth (AO1). 
 
Some relevant application and interpretation, with some 
use of societal examples to support points which may be 
brief or only partially developed (AO2). 
 
Evaluation and analysis are attempted but lack depth, 
balance, or a strong argument (AO3). 

1 1 - 5 Limited knowledge and understanding of sociological 
theories, studies, concepts and/or perspectives (AO1). 
 
Limited application and interpretation. Little to no use of 
relevant societal examples to support points which may 
be vague or generalised (AO2). 
 
Little to no evaluation and/or analysis. Mostly descriptive, 
with little critical assessment or exploration of alternative 
perspectives (AO3). 

0 0 No relevant knowledge, understanding or analysis. 

20 
 

AO1 = 6 
AO2 = 7 
AO3 = 7 
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Possible answers include: 

• traditional media such as newspapers, radio, television, film 
• pluralist views of the media as reflecting range of opinions within 

society 
• Marxist views of use of media by those in power for control and 

propaganda 
• effects models emphasising strong direct effects on passive audiences 
• effects models emphasising indirect effects e.g. uses and 

gratifications, encoding and decoding 
• effects models emphasising slow cumulative effects e.g. acceptance 

of patriarchy as normal 
• audiences as active, assessing media content  

Note: this indicative content is not exhaustive. Other creditworthy responses 
should be awarded marks as appropriate. 

 


